
Drama 

 Head of Department: 

 Mrs E. Rockall 

 Intent of the department: 

Key Stage 3 

The drama department works with high expectations to develop the confidence and individuality of pupils and enable them to present and perform high 

quality performance work in a happy, supportive and motivated environment. Pupils have weekly lessons where skills are developed and linked to create a 

final performance piece. The drama department strives to ensure pupils have a broad and balanced curriculum with a variety of focus points, including 

performing, evaluating and communication. This is designed to help pupils with all elements of their schooling, not just to prepare them for a GCSE in this 

subject. Pupils are encouraged to achieve and progress and are made aware of this by assessment of class, home and performance work. In year 7 pupils 

learn basic dramatic technique and language. They are introduced to some key genres and styles of theatre such as Melodrama, Theatre in Education and 

Mime. Pupils start to develop an understanding of professional works and use scripted extracts to explore staging and characters. In year 8 pupils develop 

their knowledge of scripts and how to use them. They look specifically at stage directions and how to use and write these effectively. Pupils build on what 

they have learnt to create work with a clear moral message through a ‘Don’t drink and drive advert’. They also develop their knowledge of different types of 

drama by studying verbatim theatre. In year 9 pupils study the plays DNA and Woman in Black, these very different scripts give them a clear insight into 

character development and how to create tension on stage. They analyse and evaluate these plays using key dramatic vocabulary and directorial ideas. 

Key Stage 4 

At G.C.S.E pupils are encouraged to use the skills they have learnt in KS3 to create and develop their own work. This is done through devising, using a range 

of thought provoking stimuli to create work that both stretches and challenges the pupils. Alongside this they must complete a log book that documents the 

process and pupils use this to explain and evaluate decisions they have made about their own pieces. Pupils will leave year 11 having studied and 

performed in a variety of different texts from different genres and styles including comedy, abstract work and naturalism. They will learn to understand and 

interpret the meaning of these texts and demonstrate this understanding in performance work. Finally pupils are encouraged to immerse themselves in the 

subject by watching live performances. From this their analytical skills will evolve and they will be able to respond to the demands of the written exam. 

Pupils are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning through organising and attending rehearsals and sharing performances both in the 



school and wider community. Skills learnt through G.C.S.E Drama will allow pupils to develop performance skills, the ability to think and work 

independently, make judgements, analyse work and communicate with a variety of different people to create work and share ideas. 

 

 Implementation: 

Drama curriculum Map 

 Half term One 

 

Half term Two 

 

Half Term three 

 

Half term four 

 

Half term Five 

 

Half term 6 

 

7 Tableau Mime Wicked Fantasy Melodrama T.I.E 

8 Stage Directions Action and 

Narrative 

News report Verbatim and 

docudrama 

Matilda Commedia 

9 Improvisation Theatre in 

Education 

DNA Woman In Black Woman in Black My Name is 

cocaine 

10 Introduction to 

GCSE drama and 

working in 

different groups 

Section C- Watch 

a live 

performance and 

start to evaluate 

Development of 

Blood Brothers 

knowledge with 

notes and an 

understanding of 

how to answer 

the exam 

questions 

 Performance of 

Work on a 

scripted piece in 

preparation for a 

scripted mock 

Developments of 

knowledge for 

section A 

including staging, 

stage directions 

Perform the 

scripted piece in 

exam conditions 

 

Introduction to 

creating work 

using devising. 

Continue with the 

devising piece 

 

Pupils start to 

write their log 

book 

 

Film devising 

exam and 

complete log 

book (1st draft) 



and analyse this 

Introduction to 

the play Blood 

Brothers 

an extract of  

Blood Brothers 

and job roles in a 

theatre. 

Study of Brecht, 

Stanislavski, 

physical theatre 

and frantic 

assembly 

 

Exam Preparation 

for mocks 

11 Complete devising 

project and log 

 

Exam preparation 

and revision for 

mocks 

MAD time for 

exams 

Revision of Blood 

Brothers  

Start work on the 

scripted exam 

 

 

 

 

 

Continue to work 

on the scripted 

piece 

 

Scripted exam 

 

Trip to see a live 

performance for 

Section C. 

Knowledge of 

how to use the 

live performance 

to answer section 

C. 

Revision of: 

Theatre roles 

Stage directions 

Different types of 

staging 

Blood Brothers 

A live 

performance 

 

Written paper 

final preparation 

including walking, 

talking mocks. 
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 Next Steps: 

 

 

 


