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Parent News 

Staffing appointments 

I’m happy to announce that Oakbank has appointed Alice Dwyer as Head of Maths from Easter and Matt 

Kingston has been appointed Head of Humanities from September. Internally, Mrs Edwards is now our 

Inclusion Lead, and will continue her fantastic work with students who access 5 Oaks. 

Covid update 

As per my previous communication, the Government are no longer recommending the wearing of masks in 

classrooms or communal areas. Given the high transmission currently in the Berkshire area we are making 

the decision to reinstate masks for communal areas from the 1st February. Students currently do not have to 

wear masks in classrooms, but I would strongly advise that they do until cases reduce. Many of you will be 

aware that after a strong start to term we have 25% staff absent due to Covid. Whilst we will do all we can 

to reduce cases and prevent transmission around school, it may be required that we move to remote 

learning once again for a short period of time, to enable the school to run effectively. This will be 

communicated separately. 

Trips/visits 

As Government restrictions have now eased, it has been possible to start to recommence school trips and 

visits. We were delighted to welcome Zoolab a few weeks ago, to show our Year 7 & 8 student’s different 

animals that they brought in to engage with. In addition, two Drama trips have managed to be attended. 

Many students were able to go into London to watch the theatre production Wicked, and last week Y10 

students went to Windsor to watch Blood Brothers as part of their GCSE Drama course. I’m delighted to 

support these events, and thank you to the students, parents and teaching staff involved in making these 

events a huge success. 

Snuff/Snus 

We have received reports that young people in the local area have been experimenting with a type of 

tobacco evolving from Snuff. Please can I ask you to make your child aware that this is a potentially 

dangerous substance. At the same time, I would like to take this opportunity to remind all students and 

parents that bringing any smoking or tobacco paraphernalia onto site is of course banned, and will not be 

tolerated at all. Separate communication will be sent out providing information and guidance on these 

products for parents to be clear what it looks like. 
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Every two weeks students take part in our rolling programme of Personal, Social, Health and Economic 

(PSHE) education. The importance of all of these topics cannot be understated and at times the topics are 

sensitive. We will update you each fortnight of the upcoming topics and further information can be found on 

our website, https://www.oakbank.education/637/subject-information/subject/30/pshe 

Weather 

Despite currently a spell of mild late January/early February weather, we have seen over the last month a 

few mornings where it has been cold, frosty and icy. Should this weather return I want to advise caution to 

pupils on their journey to and from school. Thank you to the parents who spoke to me on the school gate 

about the footpaths leading to school causing pupils to slip and fall. Please ensure students are 

appropriately dressed should the colder weather return. 

 

Yours sincerely 

R. Corry 

Head Teacher (Interim) 

 

https://www.oakbank.education/637/subject-information/subject/30/pshe

