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Parent News 
 
I write to you as we approach the end of another academic year here at Oakbank. This year has certainly had its 
challenges, but I speak on behalf of all the staff at Oakbank in thanking you for your support and patience over the last 
few months. I firmly believe that a positive partnership between the school and student families is vitally important if we 
are to achieve the very best outcomes for our young people.  To strengthen this partnership further next year, we will be 
providing lots of opportunities for families to visit Oakbank to see the fantastic work that goes on in this school day in, 
day out. You’ll also have the opportunity to share your thoughts with the school through a series of questionnaires and 
feedback events throughout the year...more details to follow in September!  
 
On Monday night I had the pleasure of attending the year 11 prom at Trunkwell House Hotel.  The event saw over 70 
year 11 students enjoy a night which included a buffet dinner, DJ, photo booth, free ice cream from the ice cream van 
(much needed in the 34-degree heat!) and a close-up magician.  Thanks to all the students who helped organize the 
event and to all those who attended and behaved so exceptionally.  They were a true credit to our school!  
  
As is always the case at the end of each academic year, we have to say farewell to several staff who leave Oakbank at the 
end of this term. Mr Burrows, Miss Ogidi, Mr York and Mrs Scott all leave their teaching roles at Oakbank for pastures 
new.  Miss Kempster and Miss Soltanian, two of our fantastic support staff who do so much behind the scenes for the 
school, are also leaving us at the end of the summer / early September.  I would like to take this opportunity to pass on 
our very best wishes to them all for the future and to personally thank them for their outstanding contribution to 
Oakbank over the past few years. You will all be missed.  
  
As you will see from this packed edition of our newsletter, the school has been overflowing with opportunities for our 
students since I wrote to you last month. From Science to Drama, Music to MFL our dedicated staff are always willing to 
go above and beyond to offer exciting opportunities for our students. I have already been inundated with requests for 
trips, clubs and extracurricular activities for next academic year so please do keep a keen eye on all school 
communications from September so as not to miss out!  
  
Alongside broadening the enrichment opportunities on offer next year, we have a firm focus on ensuring the academic 
offer continues to develop at Oakbank. With the appointment of some brilliant new staff, we can present an even more 
exciting and well-rounded curriculum in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. Next year students in KS3 will have the opportunity 
to study Religion, Philosophy and Ethics, STEAM (hands on project work based on science, technology, engineering, art 
and maths) and even journalism for at least one lesson a week. In KS4 we will be offering several new courses when 
students in year 9 choose their options in the spring term. Details of these are still being finalised but will be advertised 
to year 9s in due course.  
  
Finally, I would like to wish all members of the Oakbank community a fantastic summer break. Stay safe and enjoy the 
extended time with your friends and family. I look forward to welcoming all our students back to school in September 
and celebrating with you all the successes of next academic year.  
  
Your Headteacher  
 

Mr S Jump   
  

http://www.oakbank.education/
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SCIENCE 

       Under the spotlight   

                                                         

  

  

  

  
Each day, globally, we generate 500 million tweets, 294 billion emails, 4 million gigabytes of Facebook data, 65 
billion WhatsApp messages and 720,000 hours of new content is added daily on YouTube.  
At the end of March, the Science department launched a special after-school club for selected students to be 
given the chance to experience university style learning through tutorials that were specifically designed to 
stretch and challenge the pupils.  
 

The program was supported by the ‘The Brilliant Club’ whose aim is to: increase and disseminate subject 
expertise, promote education research and champion university access.  
 

During the course, we explored how data is stored on a magnetic hard disc drive.  Specifically covering basic 
magnetism, electromagnetism, data storage on magnet hard disk drive, limitations on the data density, 
methods to stabilise the data and how nanoparticles could be used to advance the technology. Over the 
course of 7 after-school tutorials, two amazing year 9 students were able to not only understand the 
underlying principles of magnetism and magnetic data storage, but also to critically assess the importance, 
both scientifically and economically, of increasing the capacity for information storage.   
 
They excelled by writing a 2000-word university-style essay, including both scientific knowledge and critical 
analysis of the information to an exceedingly high standard.  They both demonstrated that they had gained 
knowledge of the topic, increased their ability to think deeper and improved their scientific writing skills by 
adapting to the feedback from their initial assignment.  In the future, the Science department hope to be able 
to repeat this project with a wider participation.  
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MUSIC     

 
 
Year 9 have been enjoying their final term of KS3 
music.  They have been playing in bands and have enjoyed 
the freedom of choosing their own music.  We have seen a 
wide variety from The Killers to Disney!   
 
 
 
 

  

 
WORK EXPERIENCE  

 
Week commencing Monday 11th July, Year 10 Oakbank students participated in a  
weeklong Work Experience. This opportunity saw our students venturing out into  
the workplace and taking part in some incredible tasks and projects, whilst gaining  
the knowledge and skills to take with them when they leave us for pastures new  
next year.  
 

From working on new technology that is not for the faint-hearted, to trialling new  
opportunities in health and beauty, our Year 10s have done an outstanding job in  
pushing themselves and over-coming new challenges. A number of students have  
even secured part time summer jobs from these experiences - well done Year 10,  
you’ve done us proud!  
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ATHLETICS AT OAKBANK  
 
Year 7 – 10 Oakbank students recently travelled to Palmer Park to represent us in several Athletics Competitions.  
For many this was their first opportunity to represent the school in athletics and the students that were selected did 
wonderfully well.  There were some impressive performances from our U16's (Y9 and Y10) students especially from Tai H 
in the 100m, completing it in just 12.6 seconds.  
 

For our U13's there was also some equally impressive performances. We saw new school records set with Charlotte C 
jumping a personal best of 1.21m in the High Jump, enough to bring her second place, and Mea-Louise S also jumping a 
personal best of 3.75m in long jump, finishing second on finals day.  Rose K ran two impressive 150m races across the two 
events with her best time being 23.1 seconds. Frankie A set a year 8 record of 12.2 seconds in the 75m sprint and Bella J 
set a year 7 record of 12.8 seconds in the same event. Over a longer distance Maisy D did fantastically well setting a school 
record of 2 mins 24 in the 600m.  
 

The visit to Palmer Park allowed us to invite a larger boys squad than normal and provide them with the opportunity to 
participate in some competitive athletics events. Highlights from this squad included Jaydon J throwing Javelin 26.49m and 
Vinnie R running 150m in 20.5 seconds.  
 

  It’s not only at Palmer Park where our students have had the opportunity to shine in    
  athletics. Year 7 student Taryn G, participated at the Berkshire School Championships.  
  Taryn qualified for the finals by winning the Year 7 long jump qualifier at Piggott  
  school. However, this wasn't the event he represented Wokingham in! Due to his  
  athletics prowess and being highly ranked in the UK for 75m hurdles and high jump,  
  Wokingham selected Taryn for the 75m hurdles which he went on to win at the  
  Berkshire School Championships.  
 
  We are very proud of Taryn and his efforts, and it was fantastic to see one of our     
  students competing and winning at that level.  
 
 
 
 
 

SPORTS DAY  
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Friday 8th July saw Oakbank's first sports day in many a year, with throwing events and high jump taking place in the 
morning before the middle-distance events, followed by the sprints and relay taking place in front of the whole school at 
the end of the day.  
Our students were wonderfully behaved and the support they showed their fellow students was amazing to see. We saw 
many school records broken / set and lots of the events being very closely contested. We also had some fantastic Year 11 
students return to help officiate and without the help of Zoe B, Aimee C, Ryan R and Joe H the event wouldn't have gone 
as well as it did. It is a testament to the school and these brilliant students that they were willing to return to Oakbank to 
support the lower school.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During sports day, the PTA came in to offer support and our students really enjoyed the chance to buy ice creams, drinks 
and have their faces painted too. It was great to have the support of the PTA for events like this and we look forward to 
working even more closely with them in the future.  
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DRAMA SHOWCASE   

On Thursday 7th July, students from year 7, 8 and 10 performed in a Drama  
showcase. They had been working hard for many weeks, rehearsing after school  
on a Tuesday and Wednesday and this hard work certainly paid off when  
they confidently performed extracts from Matilda, Blood Brothers, 'Our day out'  
and a modern-day Humpty Dumpty.   
 

Thanks to all the staff, students and parents who came to support.  
 

 
SPEAK UP! COMPETITION  
 

On the 6th of July myself (Mr Webber) and eight students headed to Oxford University, Magdalen College, to 
take part in the Speak Up competition. Speak Up is an annual public speaking and debating competition run by 
Anthem Trust. Teams from each of the five secondary schools in the Trust, come together for a grand cross-
Trust event, to see who will be crowned Speak Up! champions for the academic year. The KS3 team had to 
argue the notion that recycling should be made compulsory, with the KS4 team being split into two debates 
with other teams, one exploring the idea that there is no such thing as old age and the other arguing that new 
diets lose you money, not weight.       
   
It was brilliant to see their confidence and ability progress throughout the weeks of practice however, it was a 
big leap from practice in the classroom to a full lecture theatre at oxford university, so understandably there 
was a fair bit of nerves (just as much from me as the students!). However, the nerves were completely 
unfounded as they all raised to the challenge fantastically, with them all speaking clearly, passionately and 
succinctly. Their hard work really came together, so much so that the KS3 team won their competition and 
both Lucy (KS3) and Alice (KS4) won individual prizes for best speaker and best chairman.   
  
The icing on the cake for the day was that they were all given a tour of Magdalen College and ate a very nice 
lunch in the dining hall or as the students called it ‘Hogwarts’! This gave them a valuable insight into academic 
life at university and has acted as inspiration for them all.  
  
The day was such a success that we look forward to starting a regular public speaking club next year.    

  
 

 

 

 

GCSE FRENCH & HISTORY TRIP 2023    

     
GCSE students are very much looking forward to this trip next year.  They will be heading off in March to the 
North of France and will visit various places including Les Chocolats de Beussent and Sanctuary Wood Hill 62 
Museum, plus many more exciting activities.  
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Oakbank PTA 
 

 
 
 
Looking ahead… 
Staggered start to September: 

 
Monday 5th September 2022 – year 7 and 10 students only in school 

Tuesday 6th September – all students in school  
 

Gates open 8:10am 
Must be in class for Registration at 8:30am 

 

 


