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Parent News 
 

The last few weeks at Oakbank have been packed full of activity.  GCSEs and year 10 exams have come and 

gone, new staff and students have arrived at Oakbank to join our ever-increasing school community and 

students have experienced a wide variety of trips, activities, and taster days.  

 

Year 11 students have been a true credit to the school during the GCSE exam season.  They approached 

their exams in a purposeful and calm manner and I’m sure they will all achieve the grades they fully deserve 

when we welcome them back to school to collect their exam results on Thursday 25th August.  (More 

information will be provided about this day in July). 

 

We are already looking ahead with anticipation to what promises to be an excellent academic year starting 

in September and putting in place plans to ensure we drive the school forwards in all aspects.  Following the 

Government announcement for all schools to offer a minimum of a 32.5 hour week from September 2023 

we have taken the decision to change the start time to the school day for next academic year.  From this 

September every day at Oakbank will start at 8.30am.  This means that the school gates will open at 8.10am 

and that all students must be in line up / registration no later than 8.30am if they are to avoid a lates 

correction.  

 

It is extremely important that all students come to school in the correct uniform, and, from September, we 

will have systems in place to ensure that this is always the case.  The summer provides a great time for all 

parents to stock up on the correct uniform for their children.  To support you with this I list below the 

uniform expectations we have at Oakbank.       

 

Option A Option B  

Oakbank charcoal grey jumper with logo 
White school shirt (button up to the neck)  

Oakbank charcoal grey jumper with logo 
White school shirt (button up to the neck) 

Black trousers (tailored school style) or tailored shorts 
(tailored school style) 

Black skirt (A-line or pleated – must be knee length) or 
tailored black trousers (tailored school style) 

Black socks  Black or white knee socks or black tights - not low-level 
socks of any kind 

Black, polishable, shoes (no boots or trainers) Black, low-heeled shoes (no high heels, boots, or 
trainers)  

 

It is only with your support in such matters we can move this school forwards and ensure it really does 

become a place where everyone can thrive next year! 

 

Your headteacher 

Mr S Jump    
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Under the spotlight  

 

HISTORY 
 

‘Classics for All Day’                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
in Partnership with the University of Reading Outreach Programme 
 
Working in Partnership with the University of Reading, Classics for All (classicsforall.org.uk) is a charity dedicated 
to enriching the lives and raising the aspirations of young people, by introducing them to the ancient historical 
world of the Greeks and Romans.  This year Oakbank were invited to take part in an outreach day.    
LW in Year 8 writes about her experience of the day:                   
 
On Thursday the 19th of May, 18 students (including me) had the incredible opportunity to see the Classics 
Department at Reading University. The day included a guided tour around the campus, several workshops and 
a Q & A session at the end. Firstly, we went into a lecture hall and were shown a presentation all about 
Classics, along with a few other schools. We then were taught by a professor how to pronounce the Egyptian 
alphabet, before handling artefacts from B.C. in the Ure Museum, which was a unique experience. After that 
we were treated to an all-you-can-eat buffet and used a Roman counting-board to do sums with coffee beans. 
Finally, there was a Q & A with some of the students at the University, where we all learnt a lot about what life 
was like there. Overall, it was an inspiring day, and I was very lucky to be given this opportunity. 
 
Key Stage 3 History Challenge 
The History Department are keen on encouraging curiosity in our 
Oakbank Historians and demonstrating that the histories of 
communities both in Britain and around the world can be diverse 
and enriching.   
Our Key Stage 3 students have been challenged to be ‘Oakbank 
History Heroes’ by going beyond what they learn in their 
classrooms and expand their knowledge of familiar or new topics. 
There are suggested challenges that come under the categories of 
things to watch, listen, read or do.   
 
For example, Year 7s could watch historian Mary Beard’s BBC Meet the Romans series or visit the replica 
Bayeux Tapestry in Reading Museum.  Whilst Year 8s might read about what women were doing in the English 
Civil War or create a set of Tudor Top Trumps.  Year 9s might be in the kitchen trying out some World War II 
rationing recipes while listening to a podcast on historian David Olusoga talking about his Black and British 
book. 
 
We are really looking forward to hearing about the effort students have made with this challenge and the 
interesting things they have learnt. 
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                 BOXING CLUB BEGINS 
 
 
We have just started a new boxing club running at lunchtimes on a Wednesday.  This is led by BM Active and is 
open to all age groups. 
 
As we know, sport has a positive impact on both our physical and mental well-being. The key benefits of these 
sessions are to help develop self-discipline, build self-confidence as well as being a healthy physical 
activity.  The first session was held this week and was a great success. 
 
Here are some photos of students taking part: 
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LIBRARY 
 
Oakbank wholly believes reading is the best way to improve the lives of young people in every walk of life.  Our 
library is a place of sanctuary, independent study, and most recently, a revision area for year 11 students 
taking GCSE exams. 
 
New books purchased this term include the whole Footballer series by Matt and Tom Oldfield, these 
paperbacks are hugely popular with year 7 and 8.  Each book is the true story about the player and how he 
came to be playing for top teams in the Champions league. Most loaned out are Messi, Neymar and Ronaldo. 
The library invested in a second set to keep our young readers busy! The books are popular at weekly library 
lessons, year 7s reading here below:  
 
The library got a new look in May, with shelves being moved back to their original position pre- lockdown 
2020, giving more accessibility and visibility to our best titles. New shelf labelling makes authors easy to find by 
surname. We wanted to transform our library space after it had been used as a classroom during lockdown 
closure, to make it a more inviting and welcoming space, plenty of positive comments so far.  
 
Our Bookclub is ever popular, WEDNESDAY lunchtime in the library, we have followed Berkshire Book Award 
and loved the winning title this year in Young Adults section. MOST popular are the Heartstopper series of 
titles, by Alice Oseman, of which we have 2 sets in the library. They are literally flying off the shelves!  
The Oakbank library remains a safe space for students from all year groups to hang out, read, study, play board 
games, at break and lunchtime, and to help out with shelving and tidying up. The level of energy and 
enthusiasm show by students is amazing!  
 
 At Oakbank we are very lucky to have the amazing library space. The Great School Libraries 2019 survey of 
1740 schools across  England, Wales and Northern Ireland found that ‘Around one in eight schools do not have 
a designated library space.’ 
 
 Donations are absolutely welcomed, please drop off any books you no longer want at school reception.  
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YEAR 6 TRANSITION DAY 
 
Last Wednesday (22nd June) and Thursday (23rd June), we had the pleasure of welcoming our new cohort of 
year 7 students.  We had a super two days, watching them all mixing and enjoying the wonderful taster lessons 
delivered by our teachers.   
 
We are all looking forward to them joining us full time in September! 
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REMINDERS/NOTES: 
 

Non-uniform Day:  
Wednesday 29th June 

£2 contribution on the day. 
 
 

Half of the funds raised will go to our own PTA, whilst the other half will go  
to Support U, a local LGBTQ+ organisation that supports  

the LGBTQ+ Community across the Thames Valley. 
 
 
 

 

Due to predicted bad weather Sports Day is postponed from 
Thursday 30th June to Friday 8th July  

 
 
 

Don’t forget the school is closed on Friday 1st July! 
 

 
 
 
Looking ahead… 
Staggered start to September: 

 
Monday 5th September 2022 – year 7 and 10 students only in school 

Tuesday 6th September – all students in school  
 

INSET day on Friday 30th September 2022 has been removed.  This will be a normal teaching 
day for all students. 

        
 


