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Parent News          Date: May 2022 
 

What a welcome! 

 

I write to you today having just completed two weeks at Oakbank School as Headteacher and I can honestly 

say it has been a wonderful two weeks.  I have been made to feel extremely welcome by parents, students 

and staff alike and I thoroughly look forward to leading this brilliant school for the foreseeable future.    

 

I have had the pleasure of showing several visitors around the school over the last fortnight and every one 

of them, without exception, has commented on the friendly, calm and purposeful atmosphere in the school.  

Our students and staff are a real credit and I have no doubt that the school will move from strength to 

strength over the next few years.    

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish the very best of luck to all our year 11 students who are 

currently preparing for their final exams which start next week.  I appreciate that this time of year is 

challenging for year 11 students and parents too.  Students should already be well into their revision 

timetables and using their free time wisely to prepare for their exams.  However, it is also really important 

for students to get plenty of sleep, eat well and get some time to relax both now and during the exam 

season.  The same goes for parents.  Exam season can be stressful, but it’s important for parents to remain 

positive and encouraging so please also be sure to get plenty of rest and ‘me time’ too! 

 

On the note of exams, I’d like to remind you that although some students will complete their exams earlier 

than others, all students should be available for exams until, and including, the 29th June so please do not 

book time away until the 30th June at the earliest.    

 

Another reminder that the school will be closed on Friday 1st July as school staff will be allocated a day off 

in substitution for the Platinum Jubilee bank holiday.  

 

Finally, Oakbank has worked hard to establish its social media and we regularly post about achievement and events 
in our school. Please do follow these on Facebook (Oakbank School) and Twitter @Oakbank_School so you keep up 
to date with all the fantastic work going on at Oakbank.  
 

 

Your headteacher 

Mr S Jump  
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Smashed Live 
 
Collingwood Learning delivered a fantastic 
performance/workshop called Smashed Live to the Year 7 and 8 
students on Tuesday 10th May 2022.  The workshop covered the 
social and emotional causes of underage drinking and the 
impact it has on young lives, the role of social influence in 
decision making and signposted where students could get help 
for themselves and others. The students thoroughly enjoyed the 
performance.  

 
For more information please visit https://www.smashedproject.org  
 
A big thank you to Miss Fowler for organising this event. 

 
 
 
 

Theatre trip and performances 
  
Reminder for the students attending the Matilda trip on the 
25th May that the final payments must be made by  
Thursday 19th May. 
 
The year 10 drama performances will be taking place in the  
drama studio on Thursday 26th May at 4pm.  It is sure to be 
 an entertaining afternoon of performances. 

 
 
 
 

Notification of roadworks 
 

We have been told to expect significant disruption caused by the closure of 
Church Lane (the Basingstoke Road end) for 5 months starting on the 23rd May 
2022. 
 
Please be sure to leave extra time to allow for this closure if you drive your 
child to school. We are already experiencing a higher number of students who 
are late for school than we would like and are keen to ensure that this 
disruption won’t contribute further to this issue.  School officially starts at 
8.40am so please give students enough time to get to tutor or line up on time by 
ensuring they arrive at school no later than 8.35am.  We will be issuing 
Corrections to students who are late to school, so we ask for your support in 
keeping the number we are forced to issue to a minimum.  Thank you for your 
ongoing support with this. 
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       Under the spotlight  
 
 
The school Library  
 
Our library is at the heart of the school.  We host author and poetry events with competitions; we regularly run 
quizzes and participate in book awards BBA and Carnegie and we also participate in Bookbuzz and The Big Read. 
Reading for pleasure is fundamental to our goals and the success of our students at Oakbank and we are committed 
to modelling this positive behaviour.  

 
NEWS from the Library for the Summer term 
 
The Heartstopper book series is on order, proving very popular  
with KS3, it will be an important addition to our growing LGBT+  
section.  
 
The Accelerated Reader Programme is well embedded in our weekly  
library lessons with year 7 and 8.  The library has a well-stocked  
section of Accelerated Reader texts that students can use to progress 
and improve their ‘reading age’.  Student scan then access the quizzes  
at home on the books they read using the Accelerated Reader  
website.  Students who become word millionaires (who read more than a million words) will be recognised this term 
and duly awarded.  Accelerated Reader is a powerful tool which works well in the Oakbank literacy classes, thanks to 
the dedication of the English department.  
 
You might also notice some changes to the layout of the library over the next few weeks and months with the 
addition of small study spaces and quiet revision areas that can be used at break and lunch times.   

 
Our Bookclub is ever popular, WEDNESDAY lunchtime in the library, we 
have followed Berkshire Book Award and loved the winning title this 
year in Young Adults section Everyone Dies Famous in a Small Town by 
Bonnie Sue Hitchcock. www.berkshirebookaward.co.uk 

 
WE follow the Carnegie Book Award also, and a judge from the panel is 
coming in to talk to us in June, about their experience of being on the 
Judging panel of the UKs most prestigious book award. 
www.carnegiegreenaway.co.uk 
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