
Music KS4 Curriculum Implementation 
 

Year 10 Autumn Term        (AoS = Area of Study) Spring Term Summer Term 

Skills and 
knowledge for all 

students 
 

Exam board: OCR 

Read, perform from, and notate a wide range of rhythms and metres 
Compose with a range of rhythmic devices 
 
Master treble clef notation (and ledger lines) 
Perform from, and compose in, bass clef. 
Identify melodic contours and devices by sight and ear in music 
Compose using a range of melodic devices and contours 
Learn the sound of the 11 intervals 
 
Aurally identify and describe features of Rock n Roll, Rock Anthems, pop 
Ballads and contemporary Solo Artists’ music (AoS 5 ‘Conventions of Pop’) 
Perform, and compose using, the conventions of Popular music 
 
Understand key signatures 
Perform, improvise and compose in different keys 
Learn the sound of modulations      Identify triads in musical notation 
Play and compose with primary and secondary chords 
Learn the sound of cadences 
 
Improve practice technique 
Rehearse and perform as part of an ensemble: 
-fluently and with improved technical control, intonation and tone 
production. 
-with some expression (dynamics / articulation) and shape/direction 

-Aurally identify and describe features of Baroque, Classical and Romantic 
Concerti (AoS 2 ‘The Concerto Through Time’) 
-Use technical vocabulary to describe texture, dynamics, playing techniques and 
articulation 
-Identify orchestral timbres 
-Revise vocabulary for AoS 5 ‘Conventions of Pop’ 
-Apply understanding of musical elements and AoS, to AoS5 and AoS2 exam 
questions 
-Revise and improve mastery with identifying and describing melody, rhythm & 
metre, and harmony & tonality. (Strengthen understanding and memory of 
musical elements and features that presented weaker in the cohort’s mock GCSE 
exam). 

Rehearse and perform a solo: 
-fluently and with improved technical control, intonation and tone production. 
-with some expression (dynamics / articulation) and shape/direction 
 
Compose with sound understanding of harmony & tonality 
Compose within structural conventions 
Compose to a set brief: AoS 5 and AoS 2. 
 
Understand how film/TV/video game music is composed in industry 
Analyse how ‘film’ music creates mood              (AoS 4 ‘Film music’) 
Analyse how leitmotifs portray character 
Use a range of appropriate comp. techniques to compose a leitmotif 

-(AoS 4) Analyse how music complements on-screen action 
-Improve mastery of melodic development (composing) 
-Compose to a set brief: AoS4 
-Use notation software 
-Use sequencing software 

-Strengthen understanding of musical elements and exam technique 

(tailored to specific class needs) 

-Revise Conventions of Pop (AoS 5) 

Aurally identify and describe features of: Indian Classical music, Bhangra, 

Traditional Greek, Palestinian and Israeli folk music, African drumming 

traditions, Calypso and Samba. (AoS 3 ‘Rhythms of the World’). 

Rehearse and perform as part of an ensemble: 
-fluently and with further improved technical control, intonation and tone 
production. 
-with expression (dynamics / articulation) and shape/direction 
 
Compose an extended piece (for learner-determined brief) - spend circa 8 
hours on composition for Integrated Portfolio. 
 

Aspirational skills 
Perform with high levels of accuracy and fluency       Perform more complex pieces with strong technical control, intonation and tone production 
Perform expressively, with a high level of musical detail and using genre-appropriate conventions 

Compose with an advanced use of musical elements and a combination of musical devices.      Use a range of compositional techniques to further develop musical ideas. 

Year 11 Autumn Term        (AoS = Area of Study) Spring Term Summer Term 

Skills and 

knowledge for all 

students 

 

Exam board: OCR 

-Revise AoS 2 (according to individual student/class-specific needs) 

-Revise AoS 5 (according to individual student/class-specific needs) 

-Identify intervals, instrumental techniques and articulations (revision) 

-Prepare and perform final solo for Integrated Portfolio, worth 15% of 
grade. 
-Rehearse final ensemble performance (for Practical Portfolio) 
 
-Complete extended composition for learner-determined brief - spend circa 

10 hours on composition for Integrated Portfolio; worth 15% of overall 

grade. 

- Compose an extended piece (for OCR-set brief) - spend circa 8 hours on 

this composition for Practical Portfolio 

Revise musical elements revision (according to individual student/class-specific 
needs) 
-Revise AoS 4 (according to individual student/class-specific needs) 

-Revise AoS 3 (according to individual student/class-specific needs) 

-Refine and perform final ensemble performance (for Practical Portfolio), worth 
15% of overall grade 

 
-Complete extended composition for OCR set-brief: spend circa 10 hours on 

composition for Practical Portfolio, worth 15% of overall grade. 

-Revisit, improve and ‘learner-determined brief’ composition 

Strengthen understanding of musical elements, all Areas of Study and 

exam technique, according to individual student needs (personalised 

revision regimes). 

Listening exam worth 30% of overall grade. 

Aspirational skills 
Perform confidently, with high levels of accuracy and fluency       Perform more complex pieces with strong technical control, intonation and tone production 
Perform expressively, with a high level of musical detail and using genre-appropriate conventions    Perform with high levels of ensemble awareness 
Compose with an advanced use of musical elements and a combination of musical devices.      Use a range of compositional techniques to further develop musical ideas. 
Compose with an excellent understanding of stylistic and structural conventions 


