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Autumn Term 2020
As we approach Christmas and reach the end of the term
I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on an
extraordinary term for Oakbank School.
We returned in September, extremely pleased with the
Year 11 GCSE results, which were a tremendous
improvement on 2019, but also with great trepidation as
we began teaching in a Covid safe school for the first time.
We had planned long and hard to make sure that our
procedures were effective, so we were extremely pleased
when the first day arrived and everything ran so
smoothly.

attitude of the students
and to your help and
support as we have
progressed through the term.
At the beginning of the year we welcomed a number of
new staff to Oakbank,





Mr R Smith - Head of Maths
Miss A Ogidi – Head of Year 7
Mr A Seidl – Science Teacher
Mrs H Bourton – LSA

As the term has progressed, we have developed and built
on our Covid safety plans, with the biggest change being
the introduction of masks just before the nationwide lock
down. I have been extremely pleased with the way all
students have adapted to this new way of life and the
responsible and mature attitude they have shown
throughout the term. They have been a credit to the
school and fully lived up to our expectations of being
‘Ready, Respectful & Safe’

I would like to thank them for such great starts to their
time at Oakbank, particularly during such a challenging
time.

This wonderful attitude has helped Oakbank in
maintaining an enviable Covid record, with only one
member of staff and two students testing positive for
Covid since the beginning of September. In recent weeks
we have struggled to cope with low levels of staffing, as
you will know with our three day closure of the Year 7
bubble, but this has been due to staff self-isolating or
shielding rather than from anyone suffering with Covid. I
am extremely pleased that for nearly all Oakbank
students we have been able to provide a full curriculum
with little disruption this term, this is a real testament to
the hard work and commitment of staff, the great

You will see throughout the rest of this newsletter, that
despite Covid, just how many fantastic opportunities and
activities Oakbank students have been engaged in this
term. Next term we are looking for even more
opportunities and, we hope, a gradual return to life as
normal with sports fixtures, school trips and other
activities coming back on line.

We have also said one farewell this term, to Mr J Swan,
Assistant Head, and would like to wish him luck in the
future. We have been very fortunate to find a great
replacement for Mr Swan and are very pleased to
welcome Mr R Maddox to Oakbank, he will be a great
addition to the team!

It has been a tough few months for everybody but now is
a much needed opportunity for rest. I hope that you all
have the opportunity to recharge and refresh and wish
you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and
prosperous start to 2021 from all of us at Oakbank School.

Home Learning and Parent’s Evenings– Mrs Kemp
In September this year we were pleased to introduce
home learning as an integral part of our education
provision at Oakbank School.
Home learning gives the opportunity for students to
practise and develop skills necessary for academic
success. It is crucial for developing their ability to work
independently, reinforces and consolidates what they
have learnt in class and allows them to learn how to work
through challenging things on their own. It also gives a
student an opportunity to learn how to inhibit
distractions, use strategies to complete work
independently, manage their time, set goals and selfreflect on their performance. These crucial life skills will
allow our students to leave Oakbank with a far greater
understanding of their own abilities and an improved
confidence in themselves.
We are delighted that the students have received literally
thousands of house points for their home learning being
submitted on time, allowing class teachers to review the
student’s learning and importantly to see the gaps and
misconceptions that are revealed by the home learning
tasks. The teachers then are able to quickly address these
issues in class allowing the students to make even greater
progress.
If your son or daughter is struggling with home learning,
please do talk to their tutor or Head of Year. They will be
very happy to discuss this with you and to suggest
appropriate strategies to help. There is also a home
learning club for each year group every week at 3-4pm:







Year 11 in C2 on Monday.
Year 10 in C2 - Tuesday
Year 9 in C2 - Wednesday
Year 8 in C2 - Thursday
Year 7 in S2 - Friday

We thank you all for your support and your positive
comments throughout the introduction and we look
forward to continue to work with you in the year ahead.
Parent’s Evening
Parent Evenings are a valuable time for parents, students
and staff to be able to discuss and celebrate progress that
has been made and to explore ways to make the progress
even better. However, current Covid restrictions forced
us to use an alternative virtual method to carry out our
Parent Evening appointments by using a new addition to
the School Cloud system that parents were already
familiar with.
Our first virtual Parents Evening took place successfully
using the new system on 10th December for Year 11
Parents and we aim to roll this out to all other year groups
during the year.
Appointments are booked in exactly the same way as a
conventional Parents Evening and you will be issued with
full instructions on how to access your video
appointments. At the relevant time we will be sending out
letters notifying parents of the upcoming evening and
inviting you to make appointments. The dates for all
future Virtual Parent Evenings can be found in this
newsletter.

Catching Up and getting Ahead through On-line Tuition – Mr Prendiville
All students have been affected by the disruptions this
year, some more than others. To help students catch up
and even get ahead, the government is offering schools
heavily discounted on-line tuition for students. We are
working closely with a very experienced tutoring
company, TLC Live, to offer students an hour a week online tutor for 15 weeks. Year 7 are having lessons on
English, Year 8 Science, Year 9 Geography or History, Year
10 Maths and Year 11 have a choice of those subjects.

The parents of over 150 of our students have already
been contacted about this programme. The first few
sessions have started and the feedback from students has
been very positive. More will be invited after Christmas
so please check your inbox. We have secured some new
and second hand laptops to help support students
without those facilities, so if you would like your child to
take part but do not have the necessary equipment, do
get in touch.

Student Safety

Cycling/walking to and from school
As it is becoming darker earlier now, we would like
to make sure our students are visible while they are
walking/cycling to school? Please avoid wearing
dark colours and have a reflector of some kind on
the school bag or coat. If your child is cycling to

Internet safety
Please discuss this matter with your child this
holiday, whatever the year group or age. It is so
important that the message about safe use of the
internet is a message they hear at home and at

school can you make sure the bike is safe for use
and that your child wears a helmet while cycling.
Encourage your child to not wear headphones in
both ears while cycling/walking.

school. The key phrase to use is that they should
never follow or friend a person on social media that
they do not know.

Using the internet safely at home: Guidance for parents keeping your child safe online
 Make sure that you know the services your
 Go online yourself so that you are familiar
child uses
with and understand the potential benefits
and risks associated with Internet access
 Keep the computer in a family room and
ensure all devices are removed from the
 Get to know your child’s ‘online friends’ just
child’s bedroom at night
as you do their friends



Let them feel they can discuss any worries
with you – even if they have made bad
choices




If you are concerned about your child’s online
activities, talk to them about it
Develop an agreed set of family internet rules

Helping your children stay in touch with friends


Staying connected is essential for our
wellbeing




Check in with your child on how they are
doing keeping in touch with friends
Encourage acts of kindness

Support during the holiday season.
The email below can be used by any student that
wishes to make us aware about a worry or a

concern. The information will be treated with
confidentiality, care, and support.
listen@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk

News Round-Up
Eco Club – Woodland Trust - Mrs Walker
Eco Club continue to go from strength to strength in
school and I am very pleased to have gained more
members from Year 7 this year. We have continued to
tackle a number of issues as well as taking on some new
challenges.
Biodiversity - Having successfully bid for a tree donation
from the Woodland Trust, we had 200 saplings delivered

in November. These were a mixture of the ‘All year colour’
pack and the ‘Biodiversity’ pack. A group of volunteers
(students, staff and parents!) braved the cold on Saturday
5th December to plant a hedge around the canteen and
along the back field. We are currently applying for funding
for new fences to protect some of our grass areas that can
then be planted in March.

Eco Club - Traffic Survey – Mrs Walker
We are well aware that there are issues with the traffic
in the area around the school. We have started a
campaign to tackle these issues. We have begun working
with the local residents as well as parents to make sure

that the council listen to these concerns and make some
changes. The recent traffic survey highlighted that 60%
of parents are concerned about the safety of students
on their journey to the school and that 69% of parents

are concerned about the speed of cars along Hyde End
Lane. We are working with the council to address these
issues. One issue that you, as parents, can help us with is
the number of cars parked during school pick up and
drop off. 59% of parents surveyed also believed this to

be a huge issue. We urge you to firstly encourage your
son/daughter to walk to school. If this is not possible,
consider where you could park further away to help us
with this issue.

Eco Club - Litter – Mrs Walker
We had intended to launch a litter campaign and to work
on improving our involvement with the Terracycle. With
the new bubbles created this has been a challenge but
watch this space for a new litter campaign that we will be
launching in the New Year! We will also be starting to help
Terracycle by sorting some of the items on site.

If your son/daughter is interested in joining Eco Club
please ask them to email
ecoclub@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk

LetsLocalise – Lady Fatemah Charitable Trust

We were grateful to receive 10 Laptops from The Lady
Fatemah Charitable Trust in conjunction with
LetsLocalise. Our great Community in Action!

If you are able to support the school in any way, please
contact us to discuss.

Year 8 – Charity Update
Year 8 Tutor groups have been busy raising money for
their chosen charities this term. The money is still coming
in. We will update you on the final amount raised when
the total figure is available.

8LSH have been washing staff cars in their lunch breaks
for Cancer Research UK - £5:00 per car
8KWA had a sponsored silence for Daisy’s Dream
8EFR had a sponsored walk for ‘Make a Wish’ and raised
£100

8LSH working hard cleaning cars

8EFR on their sponsored walk

Anthem Trust Geography Bake Off

Mollie wearing her ‘Star Baker’ apron – Congratulations Mollie
During lockdown Mrs Walker launched the Geography
Bake Off Competition within Anthem Trust. The
winners from each school were then entered into the
overall Anthem Trust competition. Andy Yarrow CEO

of the Trust then had the unenviable task of selecting
a winner. We were delighted that Mollie from Year 10
was the overall winner.

Library Donation – Taylor Wimpey
(Mrs Thorne, Maisie, Rose, Layla, Sian & Leyton thanking Sue
Livings - Taylor Wimpey)
Thank you to homebuilder Taylor Wimpey Southern Counties
for their £250 contribution to purchase new books for our
library.

Matthew Syed – Book Donation
Thank you to Matthew Syed who used to live locally,
now a TV presenter, journalist and author, for donating

a copy of his 2nd book 'Dare to be you', to our library,
which is perfect for teenagers.

Oakbank Careers
Exploring and enabling future aspirations
Despite the restraints on external visits and visitors to the school, the Careers provision at the school has
mainly switched to a virtual delivery and the staff/students have adapted well to this approach!
Year 11 have been busy making applications to the Post-16 providers, attending virtual open evenings and
nearly half of the year group have had an interview with our Careers Advisor from Adviza. If you are a Year
11 parent/carer and your son or daughter is still unsure of their next steps there are a number of areas of
support that we offer. They can use the Careers area of Teams which has signposts to lots on Post-16
provision in the area, Career Pilot or contact Mrs Walker kwalker@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk for more
guidance. We are here to make sure that their next step is a success.
Year 11 and 10 had two virtual careers sessions delivered via video link during a recent PSHE lesson by the
Education Business Partnership. These were All About Me (thinking about career goals and aspirations) and
Financial Awareness (understanding the costs of higher education). In preparation for the Year 9 Options
process, this year group had a virtual session called Spotlight on Careers.
Year’s 7 to 9 have all been looking at Careers weekly during a dedicated tutor session. The resources that
tutors are using are from the University of Surrey’s Aspire programme. They focus on a different career path
each week.
Please make sure that your son/daughter has created an account on Career Pilot, regardless of their year
group, and have begun to use it. This will be an invaluable resource for them and us as we work with them
on their aspirations on their journey through the school.

After School Clubs
Don’t forget to sign up for our after school clubs.
Mrs Freudenberg would love to see more Years 7-9 at Spanish Club in January.

Vacancies – Exam Invigilator
We are looking to recruit dedicated and reliable Exam Invigilators to become part of an established team of Exam
Invigilators to assist with exams during the year.
In the main the GCSE exams will fall in June 2021 so you will need to have availability at this time. There are also
certain other times during the year when invigilators are also required, for exams that fall outside the main exam
period or occasionally for mock exams
If you are interested in finding out more the details of the role can be found on the school website at this address:
https://www.oakbank.education/609/vacancies
For further information please contact Mrs Green on her email: agreen@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk

IMPORTANT DIARY DATES
January 2021
4th January
5th January
14th January
21st January
25th Jan – 5th Feb

- INSET day
- First day of term for students
- Y10 Parent’s Evening (Virtual)
- Y7 Parent’s Evening (Virtual)
- Year 11 Mock Exams

February 2021
11th February
15th – 19th February
25th February

- Year 9 Parent’s Evening (Virtual)
- Half Term
- Year 8 Parent’s Evening (Virtual)

March 2021
4th March
11th March

- Options Evening
- Year 11 Parent’s Evening (Virtual)

April 2021
1St April
2nd – 18th April
19th April

- Last Day of Term
- Easter Holidays
- First day of Summer term

May 2021
3rd May – 7th May
17th May – 21st May
31st May – 4th June

- Year 7 Exams
- Year 8 Exams
- Half term

June 2021
7th June – 11th June
14th June – 18th June

- Year 9 Exams
- Year 10 Mock Exams

July 2021
16th July
- Last day of term
th
st
19 July – 31 August - Summer Holidays

September 2021
1st September
2nd September
3rd September

- INSET Day
- New Year 7 Only
- Autumn Term Begins

For our latest news and updates go to :
-

www.oakbank.education
https://twitter.com/Oakbank_School
https://www.facebook.com/Oakbank.School.Anthem

