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Oakbank Newsletter 
 

Principal’s Update 

OFSTED 

Following a rigorous two day inspection OFSTED have provided us with a report that I believe fairly reflects Oakbank 

School and shows the significant strides we have made so far this year to ensure that the school provides a great 

education for your children. 

The inspection team was particularly impressed with the way in which students enjoy school and the strong 

relationships that they have with staff. They were clear that teaching and the curriculum have improved since 

September and that behaviour has got better during this time too. They were also very happy with our safeguarding 

arrangements and students told them that they feel very safe at Oakbank School.  

The pastoral care we provide students and the additional support and attention we give to students with special 

educational needs was praised, as was the strength of teachers’ subject knowledge and the leadership provided by 

all of our heads of department. 

The gaps in staffing and leadership the school experienced last academic year were recognised by the OFSTED team, 

they judged that these issues led to the poor performance in the 2019 exam results. Due to these gaps in learning 

and performance, the quality of education judgement was moved down from ‘good’ to ‘requiring improvement’ but 

the inspectors were confident that the right strategies are in place for strong improvement in the coming months, 

they  said: 

‘The new principal, with the support of the Anthem trust, has put in place a range of procedures and strategies to 

enable the school to improve.’ 

These strategies have included ensuring the school is fully staffed, providing intervention sessions for students to 

close any gaps they have in their learning and improving the quality of teaching and learning in the classroom.  

It is disappointing that Oakbank has lost its ‘good’ OFSTED judgement but I am very pleased that so much of the 

fantastic work we have done so far this year has been recognised. It is my ambition to ensure that we are providing 

the very best education for your children and this inspection has confirmed that Oakbank is definitely a school 

heading in the right direction! 

To help us achieve this goal the report provides us with four targets: 

• Leaders should ensure that the curriculum is implemented well across all subjects so that pupils’ 

achievement improves.  

• Leaders should improve the ambition of the curriculum so that higher proportions of pupils achieve well. 

(This refers specifically to the number of students taking French at GCSE) 

• Leaders should ensure that assessment is used well so that pupils are able to remember and understand 

more over time.  

• Teachers should ensure that work given to pupils is consistently demanding so that pupils produce high-

quality work in all subjects. 

These targets will be the focus for us in the coming months and years and I will make sure that our progress towards 

achieving them is communicated with you regularly. 



To begin this process we are holding a Parent Forum on Thursday March 12th at 6pm. During the evening we will 

consider the OFSTED report in more detail and provide more information about our plans for achieving the targets 

OFSTED have set us. 

The full report is available on the website and will be published on the OFSTED website on Wednesday 26th February 

Half-Term Painting Party 

Volunteering  

 

Our Y10 GCSE art students have started the party by decorating the door into the art room in a Mondrianesque style! 

Can you join in over the half term and help make the school a brighter place? 

The Painting Party is on Tuesday and Wednesday 18th & 19th February. We already have a small team in place ready 

to brighten up our school but it would be great if more of you could join us!!  

We also have a Volunteer Gardening Day during the Easter Holidays on Saturday 7th March: Help us create a wild 

flower garden 

If you can are able to provide a little bit of your time to make Oakbank a better place please come along. You can tell 

us you plan to be there by click on ‘Pledge A Minute’ on the LetsLocalise Website. It will be great to see you all 

there!! 

 

 

 



Other News 

Mock Court Trial 

Students in Years 8 and 9 preparing for the Mock Trial Competition recently went on a pre-event visit to Reading 

Magistrates' Court. Inside a working courtroom, they got to rehearse their roles such as magistrates, lawyers and 

witnesses. They were even spoken to during the visit by three magistrates who worked at the court and given 

demonstrations by the court's usher. The team are very excited now for the competition on the morning of 21st 

March. 

 

Y8 University Trip to Surrey University 
 

For a week, from Monday 3rd February to Friday 10th February, 20 year 8 students were selected to attend a 

workshop at the University of Surrey to promote further education. Over the course of the week the students 

completed a variety of activities that showcased the difference aspects of university life. They were able to try taster 

sessions for different subjects and societies which all the students were fully involved in. At the end of the week they 

had their own graduation ceremony that parents and guardians were able to attend so that they could see the 

students collect their certificate while dressed in their university mortar board and gown. It was a privilege to watch 

each of the students get involved in their activities and to make new friends.  

                    

The students said: 

Alice -  “I enjoyed the university trip, it was a great experience. I really enjoyed the social factor of the trip. I found 

that not only did I make friends from other schools but I became a lot closer to the people I wouldn’t necessarily say I 

was friends with at the start of the week. I would have loved to go for loner and experience even more of the 

activities and societies.” 

Isha  - “The university trip helped me get a taste of university life and the cost of how much it would be. It also taught 

me what it would be like living in the University of Surrey. I also learnt a lot about the student’s lives.” 



Diezal – “The trip to Surrey University was one of the best experiences of my life and every day was more exciting 

than the one before and I was most excited for the graduation. The food was great, the people were great and it was 

very well organised.” 

Deanna – “The University was an amazing experience. I got to meet new people and make new friends. I did new 

stuff that was out of my comfort zone. I really think everyone should give it a try.” 

Kyra – “My time at the University of Surrey was amazing. My experience has improved my knowledge of what a 

university is, how many years it is and more. After being there, I’m now thinking about going to university in the 

future.” 

                 

Ruby – “What I enjoyed most were the society tasters because I learnt a lot about what kind of societies there are. I 

learnt that you don’t really have to worry too much about money when you are in university. We also had a 

graduation at the end of the week which was fun.” 

Kacey – “We played dodgeball which was really fun! I made lots of new friends and really enjoyed every activity. It 

was such a great experience.” 

Amy – “Last week at the university, my favourite thing we did was on the last day where we were thinking about 

what we wanted to do after university, because we got to talk more about it with other students. A thing I also 

enjoyed was when we had a debate about the pros and cons of apprenticeships and universities.” 

Dermon - “We did taster lessons that uni students would do and we also tried some societies were we worked with 

people we didn’t know and that was good for my confidence. My favourite session was the engineering session. We 

also had a tour of the campus and I really enjoyed the graduation.” 

Naeemah – “Last week we went to the University of Surrey and while we were there we learnt about finance and if 

you earn less than £25725 you don’t have to start paying back your debt. We did some subject tasters of a few 

lessons that they do at Surrey. There is also a wide variation of people from different countries there. On the very 

last day we had a graduation ceremony where we wore a gown and hat and went up collected a certificate in front of 

everyone.” 

Asha – “On the university trip I found it very fun because I made more friends and learned more about university. I 

found out what I can learn at university which has made me think more about my future.” 

 



 

7SGo and Tree Planting 

With the relentless headlines about climate change and eco-disasters, the students of 7SGo decided to do something 

about it and come up with some solutions. Teams were asked to calculate costs and look at the benefits of their 

ideas which included tree planting, planting hedges & wildflower meadows and improved recycling facilities in the 

school. Sophie Coward led a team of fundraisers but took it upon herself to bake some cakes and sell them at a 

Parents' Evening to fund the green initiatives. 

The money raised has been used to buy trees to plant around Oakbank. We hope that the trees will absorb Co2, 

provide habitat for wildlife as well as improving the look of the school. Students are already planning the next steps 

with the full backing of Mr Bertrand and the Eco Club lead by Mrs Walker. If you would like to help us or donate trees 

or pollinating plants, please contact Mrs Walker or Mr Gower. 

 

Y11 Drama Trip 

On the 30th January the drama department took the year 11 pupils to see an evening performance of ‘The Play That 

Goes Wrong’ at the Duchess Theatre in London.  The purpose of this trip was to allow the pupils to see a professional 

piece of theatre which they could use to model and influence their own work as well as giving them an excellent 

example of theatre that they can write about in their final written exam. 

   



The play is a farce and lots of comedy is created within the play-within-a-play set up. It is based on Cornley 

Polytechnic Drama Society who are performing a production of a mystery called ‘The Murder at Haversham Manor’. 

As the audience enters, and before the play has even started, we see a hapless stage manager, who is attempting to 

secure a collapsing mantelpiece. This sets the tone for the audience and we knew from that point on that the play is 

not going to go as planned. We watched as the play shuddered, scene by scene into chaos. Comedy was created by 

the actors forgetting lines and ques, the set falling down, inter cast fighting, massive technical malfunctions and a 

corpse who keep coming back to life. All of this done in the fine tradition of British slapstick, adding much hilarity to 

the evening and providing the year 11 pupils with an invaluable theatre experience and lesson in performing 

comedy. 

 

Bike Safety 

Year 7 have been focusing on cycling safety this term with some excellent opportunities to increase our practical 

understanding of how to stay safe on the roads.  On Friday, 31st January, we had staff from Wokingham Borough 

Council come in to present different ways to stay safe when both walking and biking on the roads.  Students enjoyed 

trying out different high visibility accessories and testing their reaction times.  

They were also to have a free bike health check with a mechanic performing basic safety checks as well as identifying 

anything that needed further repairs.  They were loaded with free goodies as well including front and back bike lights 

and a high visibility backpack cover.  If your student is in need of a new helmet, we have also got a form which will 

allow them to order one for only £10 through the council.  This is a great value which will allow us all to keep our 

heads safe when riding to school.  

 

 

 

We are quite lucky to be able to offer Bikeability Level 3 Training for free through Wokingham Borough Council as 

well.  We will be offering this course in school from April 27th to April 29th.  If you are interested in having your child 

registered, please speak to Mrs. Langille.  

 

Elevate 

 

The Year 10s had their 2nd session with Elevate this term.  This was a follow up on the techniques taught before, goal 

setting and planning. The Y10s really felt the benefit of these sessions. Virtually all of the students said they would 

recommend the session to a friend and that they felt it was a valuable hour spent on developing their study skills.  

They said, “It was really helpful and motivating”, “It was a very useful program as it was very detailed in teaching us 

how to study.” 



If you would like to know more about Elevate please visit https://uk.elevateeducation.com/programs/parent where 

you can find out much more! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oakbank Careers 
Exploring and enabling future aspirations 

 Welcome to Oakbank Careers! 

A young person’s career is the progress they make in learning and work. All young people are entitled to a 

planned programme of careers activities to help them choose pathways that are right for them, to be able to 

manage their education and career options, and sustain employability throughout their lives. At Oakbank 

School we are committed to providing a planned programme of careers education, information, advice and 

guidance for all students in Years 7-11. We aim to raise aspirations of all students, to equip them with the skills 

to self-evaluate their progress and plan towards their future goals.  

I have recently taken on the role as Careers Lead and I am very excited to lead this programme so that all 

students have high aspirations for their future. I intend to publish a regular newsletter to keep you informed of 

events taking place in the school and opportunities on offer to our students. 

Mrs K Walker, Careers Lead and Head of Geography 

  

 Could you offer anything to contribute to our Careers programme? Can you provide hands on experience or 

does your company offer outreach in schools? We are keen to hear from you! kwalker@oakbank.education 

  

 

 

We have just launched Career Pilot 

www.careerpilot.org.uk  to Year 9 and intend to do 

so for the rest of the year groups over the coming 

months. It is a free, award winning, careers website.  

It is for young people and there is a Parent Zone 

aimed at helping parents and carers get the 

information they need to help their children make 

the right choices at 14, 16 and 18. The site is 

managed by the Western Vocational Progression 

Consortium and funded through a partnership of 20 

universities. Students will be able create their own 

dashboard of their interests and skills so that they 

can return to it regularly to update as they make 

their journey through education.Please take the 

time to have a look at the website! 

http://parentzone.careerpilot.org.uk/parent 

 
Exploring Higher Education Week 3-7th February 

2020 

 

We were very lucky to have the opportunity to send 

20 students to the University of Surrey for the whole 

week. These students experienced first-hand the 

world class facilities on offer, the wide variety of 

courses available and experience life as an 

undergraduate student for the week. Students (and 

parents) then attended a fantastic graduation on the 

Friday. I would like to say a huge thank you to Mr 

Smith for accompanying the Year 8’s on the trip. 

 

https://uk.elevateeducation.com/programs/parent
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills for Life – Year 7 and 8 

Students in Year 7 and 8 spent Thursday morning 

working on the key skills they will need to be 

successful in a future career. They took part in many 

creative tasks and identified their strengths. The aim 

will be to concentrate on the World Of Work in the 

summer term and to start thinking about career 

pathways.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

To celebrate this week, we organised two events. 

Amazing Apprentices (ASK) came in to talk to Year 

10 and 11; and Year 9 and 10 completed a 

workshop on exploring apprentices post-16 and 18. 

For more information on these as an option for 

your son/daughter, please visit 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/ 

 

A group of Year 9, 10 and 11 students have had the 

opportunity to take part in guidance sessions on Life 

Skills led by the transformation trust. The aim to 

enable them to gain confidence in their own abilities 

and gain new skills to enable them to make the right 

choices post-16.  

Year 10 reminders 

Work experience - Please ensure that you complete 

form A, B or C and hand in to Mrs Walker by the 

14th February 2020.  

Future Talent – Please ensure that the completed 

permission slip and medical forms are returned to 

your son/daughters tutor by the 14th February 2020 

also. 

 

Coming up for Oakbank Careers! 

- Year 9 Options Evening - 5th March 2020 

- Year 10 visit to Future Talent event, Newbury Racecourse – 6th March 2020 

- Year 8 visit from High Tech Horizons – 17th March 2020 

- Year 10 visit from Bucks University ‘See Your Future’ virtual reality session – 17th March 2020 

- Year 11 visit from Dr Patrick Lewis, Biomedical Sciences Reading University – 17th March 2020 

 

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/


 



IMPORTANT 
DIARY 
DATES 

 February 2020 

24th February – INSET day 
25th February – First day of term for students 
27th February – Y10 Parents’ Evening 
 

 March 2020 

5th March – World Book Day 
5th March – Y9 Parents Evening 
11th -12th March – Y11 art GCSE practical 
11th March – Y11 drama GCSE rehearsal day 
12th March – Y9 Woman in Black trip 
12th March – 6pm Parent Forum (Ofsted agenda) 
13th March – Y9/10 Big Bang Science Fair 
25th & 27th March – Y11 PE practical 
26th March – Quiz Night 

 April 2020 

3rd April – Last Day of Term 
3rd – 13th April – Ski Trip to Ziller Valley 
20th April – First day of term 
 
 
 

 



 


