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Review of the Year
And so we reach the end of another year at Oakbank,
and what a year it has been!
We began with the joy and excitement of being back in
school after the first lockdown, getting used to
staggered starts, bubbles, hand sanitisation and selfisolation. Our students responded brilliantly to this and
showed us how well they can achieve the expectations
that we set for them.
Unfortunately our pleasure in having all our students
back in school was short lived and by January we were
back in lock down, delivering video lessons on Teams.
Once again, Oakbank students were fabulous and the
uptake of learning on Teams was significantly higher
than it had been during the previous school closure. The
biggest problem we faced at this time was ensuring that
everybody had the right technology, and so we launched
a massive effort to provide all who needed laptops and
internet connectivity. Locating equipment and sharing it
with those who needed it took some time, but it wasn’t
long before we knew every Oakbank student had the
equipment they needed to succeed during lockdown.
By Easter we were back again, this time with lateral flow
testing, mask wearing and slightly different bubbles. Our
biggest challenge during this term was to minimising the
disruption caused by broken bubble and self-isolating
teaching and support staff. Your support during this
unpredictable time has been hugely appreciated, we
know how difficult it has been when bubbles have burst
and you have, unexpectedly, had to cater for your
children at home, thank you for all you have done to
enable us to keep learning going this term!
We also had the challenge of assessing Year 11 GCSE
grades, in the process known as TAGs. This was a very
time consuming and challenging process for teachers
who worked closely with schools across Anthem Trust
and Wokingham Borough to ensure the grades they gave
were accurate and reflected the success of our students.

I would like to thank all
of the wonderful staff at
Oakbank for all they
have done this academic year to make sure that high
quality learning has continued, even in the most
challenging times. We are all very lucky to have such a
passionate, committed and talented group of staff to
guide, support and challenge our students to achieve
their very best.
Finally, I would like to thank all of the Oakbank students
for an amazing year. It has not been straightforward,
routines have kept changing, expectations have not
been consistent, but throughout our students have
shown their resilience and strength to come through and
show what they are made of.
Farewells and Hellos
This time of year is always sad for us as we say fond
farewells to a number of staff:
-

Mr Maddox
Mrs Ferrer
Mrs Buckley
Mrs Calder
Mrs Miller
Mrs Smith
Mrs Sarwar
Mrs Douglas
Mrs Idedia
Ms Bath

Interim Deputy Head teacher
Head of Science
Head of Art
Maths
Science
English
LSA
Intervention Teacher
DT
Science

We wish all of our departing colleagues good luck in
their future endeavours and thank them all for
everything they have done to support the learning of
Oakbank students during their time at the school.
I am very pleased to say that as well as saying farewell to
some colleagues, we continue to be fully staffed and are
welcoming some new staff into Oakbank from
September 2021:

-

Ms S Evans
Miss K Fotopoulou
Mrs J Goddard
Mr C Southwell
Mr M Webber
Mr A Caico
Miss C Ranwell

Head of Art
2nd in Science
English
Maths
English
LSA
LSA

We also have a number of changes in role:
-

Mrs K Walker
Mr Combstock
Mr Lant
Ms Mullins
Miss Fowler
Miss Carwana

Assistant Head teacher
Head of Science
Head of Y7 / Joint Head of PE
Head of Y11 / Joint Head of PE
Head of PSHE
Head of Careers

We wish everyone good luck in their new roles and are
very excited by the opportunity the new academic year
brings.
Mission and Values
Prior to the interruption of the global pandemic, we held
a series of meetings consulting on the Oakbank Mission
and Values. This was a thoughtful exercise and has
helped us have a clear understanding about our mission
and the values we live by at Oakbank.
As a result, we have adopted the following Mission
Statement:

We ensure that our students thrive, that they
succeed at university, or in higher education, have
great jobs and lead happy, fulfilling lives.

Everything we do at Oakbank, we do to ensure that our
mission is achieved. Not only do we do all we can to
ensure our students thrive, we do that the right way
following our three key values of:
INTEGRITY

COLLABORATION

EXCELLENCE

Integrity
We aim to be truthful, kind, and compassionate, in all
areas of life. When faced with difficult decisions and
hard choices, we respect each other and do the right
thing.
Collaboration
We believe in the power of working together. We share
a mission and support each other, students, parents, and
staff alike, to achieve our common goal.

Excellence
We strive for excellence in all things and do not accept
poor quality. We challenge ourselves and others by
asking the question, ‘what have I done better today than
I did yesterday?’
The Oakbank Culture
Alongside introducing our mission statement and
refreshing our values, we are also raising the
expectations we have of students at Oakbank and
introducing new standards to our school culture. These
have been shared with you in the Oakbank Handbook
and I have made a video explaining the details behind
these changes that can be found on YouTube
https://youtu.be/Ak_JYYB7Fic
The most important change is the introduction of our
SIX LEARNING HABITS these are the cornerstone of our
expectations and ALL students are expected to live by
these habits. They are:
•

On task

•

Home learning

•

Punctuality

•

Uniform

•

Equipment

•

No answering back

The video and handbook explain each of these in detail
but it is important that every member of the Oakbank
community is clear about them because we all have to
support one another to ensure that they are achieved.
I am confident that all students will raise their
expectations and achieve these goals but if and when
they don’t they will be expected to complete a
CORRECTION. This is our new term for a detention and
will take place on the same day as any failure to follow
the 6 Learning Habits. Full details of Corrections can be
found in the Oakbank Handbook.
Parent Support
We are making these changes following significant
research and visits to a number of other very successful
secondary schools. Nothing we are doing has been
untried or untested and we are launching this
programme confident that it will bring higher quality
learning and teaching into the lives of all Oakbank
students.
For our culture to change and for all Oakbank students
to flourish we need your support:

-

-

We need you to discuss the 6 Learning Habits
with your children
We need you to talk to your children about
their learning (what have you learnt today?
what have you done better today than you did
yesterday?)
We need you to support us when things go
wrong
We need you to make sure your child attends
Correction if they are expected to
We need you to work with us

If we work together, in partnership, every Oakbank
student will thrive.
Start of the New Year
The table below shows the start of term dates for each
year group
Date
Wed
01/09/21
Thu
02/09/21
Fri
03/09/21
Mon
06/09/21

Tue
07/09/21

Year Group/s
ALL

Activity
INSET

Wed
08/09/21

Year 7, Year 8
& Year 10

Online Learning

All Years – Full
Return

Regular Lessons

Fresher’s Days
Fresher’s Days refer to the days at the start of the year
in which every year group is clearly reminded of the 6
Learning Habits and of the high expectations, we have of
them.
We will be using the day to launch our new expectations
with all students and to teach them how we wish them
to behave throughout the school day, both in lessons
and during breaks and lunchtimes.
Each year group will have one Fresher’s Day, when they
aren’t in school for their Fresher’s Day, they will be
provided with online learning through Teams

ALL

INSET

All students will return in full on Wednesday 8th
September

Year 7

Fresher’s Day

Covid Testing

Year 8 & Year
10

Fresher’s Day

It is likely that we will be required to test all students,
using lateral flow tests, at the start of the academic year.

Year 7, Year 9
& Year 11
Year 9 & Year
11

On line learning
Fresher’s Day

We have not yet been given specific guidance on this but
it may be that we will ask your child to come into school
before 03/09/21 to take a lateral flow test. As soon as
we have detailed information of this we will let you
know.

Uniform
We appreciate that many of you will be purchasing
new items of uniform for September 2021. Therefore,
we would like to remind you of our expectations.
Students should recognise that conflict over the dress

code is inappropriate and by us reminding you now,
this should not become an issue when we return. Our
dress code is practical and allows a choice within very
clear boundaries.

Option A

Option B

Oakbank charcoal grey jumper with logo

Oakbank tie with House colour stripes

White Shirt (Button up to the neck)

Plain Outdoor Coat

Black trousers (tailored style).

Black Skirt (A-line or pleated, knee length) or
Black trousers (tailored style).

Black Socks

Black or white knee socks or black tights

Black polishable shoes (no boots)

Black, low heeled shoes, practical for school
(no boots)

Students are not permitted to wear hoodies, denim,
tight black trousers, sweatshirts, trainers, canvas shoes,
plimsolls, boots, training shoes, shoes with logos or any
contrasting colours and leggings. We appreciate that
many shops market certain shoes as school shoes. In
order to avoid additional costs and embarrassment,
please see what are acceptable and what are not.
In general, jewellery is inappropriate at school and
should not be worn. However, students can wear:

•
•

a plain watch.
a single stud in each ear. These studs should be
small and gold or silver-coloured.
For safety reasons, studs should be removed for PE and

Games lessons. Other earrings and rings are not to be
worn and other body piercings, such as nose studs, or
piercings at the top of the ear are not allowed. If
students arrive at school wearing these items, they will
be asked to remove them immediately. Please note
that the fact a piercing has not healed is not an excuse
for it to stay in. Consider this carefully before spending
the money on such a piercing this summer.
Make-up (which includes false eyelashes), nail varnish
and nail extensions are not permitted. Extreme
hairstyles such as bright colours or tramlines are not
allowed.
We welcome your co-operation in maintaining the smart
appearance of our students.

Tackling Anti-Social Behaviour – Thames Valley Police and Reading FC
We have been liaising closely with Thames Valley Police
and Reading Football Club who are running a sporting
activity to help engage with the community and to get
young people active and involved in sports this
summer, rather than causing anti-social behaviour.
Anybody who is interested in getting involved in “Kicks”
throughout the summer should go to the launch session
on Friday 23rd July between 6-8pm at St Crispins School.
There will also be a friendly kick around on the “Goals”
football fields in Woodley on Saturday the 24th of July
between 6 – 7pm.

If you have any information about any crimes or any
concerns that you may have during the summer holidays
please contact your Neighbourhood Policing team by
telephoning 101. If you would like to pass on
information to your neighbourhood team discreetly then
please email The Neighbourhood Team on their
respective email address found on the Thames Valley
Police Website: https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
If you wish to pass information anonymously please call
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 where your anonymity
is guaranteed.

If you are interested, please drop by to the events, as
both are walk in sessions and do not require prior
booking.

For regular updates on crime and disorder in your area
you can sign up Thames Valley Alert
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk

Thames valley Police have also informed us that they will
be increasing patrols in our local area to prevent/reduce
ASB.

You can also follow on Twitter @ThamesVP (or can
localise this), alternatively you can give them a ‘like’ on
Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/thamesvp

Oakbank is proud to celebrate the LGBTQ+ Community

From Monday 28th June to Friday 2nd July, across the
school we celebrated Oakbank's first LGBTQ+ Diversity
Week. The highlight of the week was when students
were encouraged to come in their own clothes dressed
in colours of the pride flag. You can see we had quite the
display of support across all of the year groups! The nonuniform day was in aid of Support U, a local LGBTQ+
organisation that supports this community in the
Thames Valley area. In total, Oakbank proudly raised
£716.40 for this important part of our community.
But it wasn't just all on the surface. During a tailored
tutor time programme, each day students explored
aspects of the LGBTQ+ Community, from developing
empathy and understanding, to learning about the
importance of allyship. In PSHE lessons, students
explored what life is like for the LGBTQ+ Community in
countries across the world and investigated the origins
of homosexuality, as well as homophobia. Then in RE,

we assessed whether it is possible to be religious and
LGBTQ+, looking at many religions including Islam,
Christianity, Jehovah's Witnesses and Judaism. We even
had a Little Big Read on Thursday: a short story read
across three lessons, which explored the life of two gay
friends in secondary school. The discussions and ideas
voiced by students demonstrated incredible levels of
compassion, maturity and knowledge.
It doesn't end here though. At Oakbank, it is important
to us that LGBTQ+ visibility and diversity is present every
month of the year, not just Pride Month. We will be
working to tailor our curriculums to make them more
inclusive of minority groups, including the LGBTQ+
Community. Most importantly, in September, we will be
launching a new LGBTQ+ Club for our LGBTQ+ students
and their allies so that Oakbank has an inclusive and safe
space where this community can come together, thrive
and be visible.

Park and Stride
We were pleased to announce the launch of our new
Park and Stride initiative set up to encourage safe and
environmentally friendly access to school at drop off and
pick up. We have been working on improving off-road

access to our site for those students that wish to walk
and cycle to school. Find out more here:
https://bit.ly/2SoNS0X and look out for updates over the
coming weeks.

Anthem Trust - Speak Up - Competition
On Friday 2nd July, Oakbank students participated in the
Anthem trust 'Speak Up!' competition. This competition
saw our teams engage in public speaking and debate
activities against students from the other four Anthem
secondary schools. Our Key Stage 3 team comprised Lilia
(chairperson) Laila (speaker) and Mattie (vote of thanks)
with support from Renee. Laila made a thoughtful and
well-researched speech on whether children should diet.
Our Key Stage 4 team comprised Tallulah (chairperson),
Preston (speaker) and Arnez (questioner) with support
from Callum.
Tallulah and Arnez did a great job of remotely
introducing and then questioning the speaker from
another school on their speech. After delivering his
speech entitled 'Science is a threat to mankind,' Preston
received the same treatment from two students at a
different school and responded strongly to questions for
which he'd had no time to prepare, demonstrating great
'on the spot' thinking. Well done everybody for
representing Oakbank so brilliantly in this trust-wide
competition.

Regional Youth Council Meeting with Theresa May MP & Matt Rodda MP
On the afternoon of Tuesday 6th July, four Oakbank
students represented our school in the first online
regional Youth Council meeting, which was addressed by
former Prime Minister, Theresa May.
Amelie (Year 10), Mollie (Year 10), Daniel (Year 9) and
Ralph (Year 7) listened to talks by Mrs. May and then the

MP for Reading East, Matt Rodda on the challenges of
local leadership and the importance of young people in
facing those challenges. Next academic year is set to be
an exciting one with Oakbank students playing an
increasing role on the Youth Council!

(Oakbank students participating in the regional Youth Council Meeting)

Workshop – Paul Hannaford – Drug Awareness, Alcohol and Knife Crime
As part of the Governments serious violence strategy
and in conjunction with the Schools Engagement Group,
Paul Hannaford visited school on 15th June to deliver a
thought provoking presentation to our Years 8, 9 &10 on
drug awareness, alcohol and knife crime.
Our students gave very positive feedback and were
engrossed by Paul’s life experiences.

Accelerated Reader

As the year draws to a close, we are celebrating the
success of our reading programme, Accelerated Reader.
Despite the challenges we have faced with COVID and
getting our library ready, our students have done a great
job reading this year!

Additional congratulations go to Charlie in Year 7 and
Aahil in Year 8 who won the prize draw for passing
reading quizzes and Renee in Year 8 (mentioned in our
last newsletter) who is our ‘Word Millionaire’ for the
year. All three students will be receiving an Amazon
voucher as a reward for their hard work this year.

Year 7 total words read: 5,821,427
Year 8 total words read: 3,128,537

Total words read: 8,949,964

We are excited for the opening of our library in
September, so students can visit the library and borrow
books, and look forward to continued progress and
reading improvement through our AR programme. We
can’t wait to celebrate more reading success at Oakbank
next year!

Year 8 Careers Advice from ‘Performance in Education’
Did you know what you wanted to do or be in life
when you were thirteen? Hopefully now our Year 8’s
will be on their way to figuring it out after the recent
virtual show from Performance in Education, in
which, three teens struggled to get their head
around all the infinite possibilities ahead of them.
We hope that our students have a clearer idea of the
pathways ahead, from BTEC to Apprenticeships to A
Levels, which can help inform their GCSE options in
Year 9.

Summer Reading Challenge

This year’s challenge is simple: READ, READ, READ!
For every book you read and review, you will earn a reward!
Hand your reviews into your tutor by Friday 10th September.
For every review completed you will also be entered into a prize draw.

Winners of the book awards our book club have shadowed this year...

Berkshire Book Award

Carnegie Medal Winner and Shadowers’

Winner 2021

Choice Winner 2021

Oakbank Book Club Recommends…
Clap When You Land— Elizabeth AcevedoThe

Maximum Security —Robert MuchamoreSecrets
Talk to Ms Stonard about joining our book club…

Island That Didn’t Exist—Joe Wilson

sstonard@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk

The Enola Holmes Book Series— Nancy Springer

Important Diary dates

July 2021
16th July
19th July – 31st August

September 2021
- Last day of term
- Summer Holidays

7th September

August 2021
12th August

1st September
2nd September
3rd September
6th September

- GCSE Results day

8th September

- INSET Day
- INSET Day
- Year 7 Fresher’s Day in school
- Year 8 &10 Fresher’s Day in
school - Years 7, 9 and 11 Online
Learning
- Year 9 & 11 Fresher’s Day in
school - Years 7, 8 and 10 Online
Learning
- Regular Lessons all students in
school

October 2021
25th – 29th

- Half term

Reminder – Home School Agreement Sign Off
If you haven’t already completed the Home school Agreement sign off please see the link below.

https://forms.office.com/r/uVmrJsCV29

For our latest news and updates go to :
-

- www.oakbank.education
- https://twitter.com/Oakbank_School
https://www.facebook.com/Oakbank.School.Anthem

