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Oakbank Newsletter 
 

Principal’s Update 

Remembrance  

On Monday 11th November the whole school gathered under together under a cold, blue sky,for an 

act of remembrance. 

 

Following the Remembrance Ceremony in assemblies during the week, students reflected on the 
75th anniversary of the Battle of Monte Cassino. In this oft-overlooked battle, brave soldiers from 46 
allied countries struggled to liberate the hill-top monastery of Monte Cassino from Nazi and fascist-
Italian troops. Despite the intense difficulties endured in attacking a hill-top location, the 
allies eventually succeeded but with a cost of 54,000 casualties. The multi-nation force involved in 
this battle heroically demonstrates the Royal British Legion's theme for 2019 of "Remembering 
together." 
 

Parent Forum 

Thursday 14th November saw the first Parent Forum of the year. These events are extremely 

important to me as we work together in partnership to make Oakbank the very best school it can be, 

so  I was delighted to welcome so many of you during the evening 

During the evening we shared our thoughts and ideas on student reports and homework. The 

information we gathered will be used to build and develop our policies and practice in the years to 

come. 



The next Parent Forum will be on 5th March 2020, a date for your diary. If you have anything you 

would like to discuss at this meeting, or if you have further comments you would like to add to the 

consultations on reporting and homework, please let me know by emailing; 

Principal@Oakbank.education  

Let’s Localise 

One of my first commitments on being appointed was to build and develop our strong school 

community, so I am delighted to introduce Let’s Localise  an online tool that will help us work more 

closely together. 

We will launching Let’s Localise  in the next couple of weeks in the meantime you can find a copy of 

the leaflet giving you more information at the end of the newsletter. 

Safeguarding at Oakbank 

On Tuesday 12th November we welcomed a team of safeguarding experts from Anthem Trust to 

consider our safeguarding practices and to advise on areas we could improve.  

I am delighted to report that the team were extremely complimentary about the way in which we 

safeguard the whole Oakbank community. 

If you have any safeguarding concerns relating to any child or adult at Oakbank School please report 

these to our safeguarding team by emailing; DSP@oakbankcfbt.onmicrosoft.com 

Other News 

Zoolab 

Zoolab’s visit to Oakbank School 

Year 8 had a visit from Zoolab this week. Zoolab is an organisation that offers ethical hands on 

experiences for school groups to come in contact with a range of animals from around the world. 

The Geography department invited them in to give a talk to the students about animals of the 

Tropical Rainforest, a topic which they have been studying in lessons. This is the third year we have 

invited the organisation to come in to school and they did not disappoint! We were fortunate to 

meet 7 animals from the different layers of the rainforest and consider how they had adapted to 

their environment. 
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The animals included Milo a millipede which had an estimated 300 legs, Candy a giant African snail 

with 10,000 teeth, a scorpion which glowed under UV light, Trevor a frog that we learned could drink 

through its skin and Roger the Corn Snake which was a constrictor. Students were given the 

opportunity to hold many of these animals and thoroughly enjoyed doing so! 

The session ended with a discussion about the devastating consequences of deforestation and what 

students could do to limit their own impact up this.  

Thanks to Mrs Walker for arranging this exciting visit. 

Extended Project Qualification 

EPQ CERTIFICATES FOR YEAR 10: 
Seven Year 10 students were awarded with their EPQ certificates from exam board AQA this 
week. This qualification, equivalent to a GCSE, challenges students to research and present 
on a subject of their own choosing. It is a demanding course that requires students to build 
strength in their study skills and for them to become effective independent learners.  
 
Congratulations to Eesaa and Kaci for their grade 'B' certificates, and to Leah, Matilda, 
Charlotte and Jessica for their fantastic 'A*' certificates. 
 

 
 

Year 10 Study Sensei 

Last week Year 10 were visited by Elevate, a company who work with students to improve their 

study skills. They took part in the Study Sensei programme to help them develop the skills they 

require to be successful students as they move towards their GCSEs. 

Staff and students gave great feedback, with quotes from students universally positive:   

 ‘very helpful, helped me plan my GCSE route’   

 ‘now I know more ways to study’ 

 ‘it helped me to get above my game and start revising the right way’ 

 ‘crucial tips on revision’ 



This is just the beginning for Year 10, we will be making sure that they receive lots more study advice 

and guidance as they progress towards their GCSEs. 

Year 7 Update 

The Year 7’s have had an excellent start to their time here at Oakbank School.  They have been 

engaging in lots of different extracurricular activities including an enthusiastic rugby team.   

In tutor time we have been looking at ways to reduce environmental impact and Mr. Gower’s tutor 

group created an excellent proposal that they have presented to the Head Boy.   

The year 7’s have been working hard on their literacy and numeracy during tutor time, using the 

Literacy Ninja and Numeracy Ninja programs.  We have successfully started our Lexia group for those 

who need a little extra literacy support, Mrs. Callaway will lead this during tutor time on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays.   

The year 7’s have fedback that they have enjoyed learning different subjects and about different 

cultures, they have enjoyed the excellent selection of food at the canteen, making things in DT, 

maths, PE, football, girls football, basketball, new teachers and drop down days. The year group 

have a great positive energy to them and we look forward to continuing working with them during 

the rest of the year.   

Winter Music Concert 

18TH DEC - WINTER MUSIC CONCERT. 6:30PM IN SCHOOL HALL. 
 

Oakbank’s Got Talent 

The talent show will be in the afternoon of Wednesday 4th December in the Hall from 1.30 to 3pm. 

We currently have 22 acts ranging from song and dance to beat box and comedy acts and there may 

be some surprise guest artistes! 

We are also looking for a Simon Cowell look alike to judge!! 

IMPORTANT 
DIARY 
DATES 

 November 2019 

21st November – Blood Brothers Drama trip – depart 5pm 
29th November – Inset Day 

 December 2019 

2nd December – Inset Day 
5th December – Y11 Parents’ Evening 
6th December – Anthem Student Leadership Event 
11th December – 1pm Y9 County Lines Drama  
11th December – Y9 Parents’ Evening 
12th December – Christmas Lunch 
18th December – Carol Concert 
20th December – Last Day of Term 



 January 2020 

6th January – Return to School 
10th January – More Able Trip to Reading University 
13th – 17th January – Y10 Exam Week 
16th January – Y7 Parents’ Evening 
23rd January – Y8 Parents’ Evening 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


