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Oakbank Newsletter 
 

Mr Bertrand’s - Update 

Autumn Term 1/2 - 2021 

The Oakbank Culture 

It is great to see some normality returning to school, and 

whilst we are not complacent about Covid, it has been 

exciting to share in some of the regular rituals of school 

life. In this newsletter we share information about our 

Remembrance Day celebrations, some sporting fixtures, 

our upcoming Christmas Concert and our Book Club – it’s 

almost like business as usual! 

Since the beginning of the year we have been extremely 

pleased with the way the whole Oakbank community has 

embraced our 6 Learning Habits 

On Task 

No Answering Back 

Punctuality 

Uniform 

Equipment 

Home Learning 

All 6 habits are now very much part of the everyday at 

Oakbank. This has allowed us to shine a light on the 

learning that is taking place in lessons and we are now 

working harder than ever to make sure the quality of 

learning is as high as it 

possibly can be for all 

Oakbank students. 

In order to raise the bar still higher, and to make sure that 

every student is working as hard as they can during their 

lessons we will be following our policies around leaving 

the classroom during lessons more rigorously. This 

means: 

 Leaving lesson at any time is frowned upon 

 Going to the toilet during lesson is discouraged, 

nobody is to leave to go to the toilet in the first 

fifteen, or last fifteen minutes of a lesson (except 

for medical exemptions) 

 Nobody is to leave a lesson to fill a water bottle 

 Nobody is to leave a lesson for a drink 

These changes may seem a little harsh but now we have 

returned to five, one hour lessons, with two 30 minute 

breaks, there is far more opportunity for students to use 

the toilet and fill up their water bottles. If students are 

not in their lessons they are losing learning opportunities 

and it is crucial they take all of the chances they can. 

 

 

Attendance   

At Oakbank we are committed to every student achieving 

their full potential. Research has shown that regular 

attendance and good punctuality are crucial factors in this 

success. School is committed to providing a full and 

efficient education to all, and encouraging our children to 

strive for excellence.  

We wish to work in partnership with parents and carers 

and so are seeking your full support in ensuring that your 

child attends School every day and on time. We are 

always pleased to work together with parents/carers in 

resolving any difficulties but we are also committed to 

improving attendance levels at School. 

The target attendance figure for all pupils is a minimum 

of 97% attendance. Based on current attendance figures 

your child will be placed in one of the following groups 

below. Your child will be informed of their Attendance 

Group by their tutors on a weekly basis. 

 
 
 
 



Group 1: No Concern - Green Group  
The child attends for 97% - 100% of the time.  
 
Group 2: Concern - Yellow Group 
The child attends for 95% - 96.9% of the time. 
 
Group 3: Risk of Underachievement  
– Amber Group 
The child attends for 93% - 94.9% of the time. 
 
Group 4: Severe Risk of Underachievement  
– Pink Group 
The child attends for 90% - 92.9% of the time. 
 
Group 5: Extreme Risk of Underachievement  
– Red Group 
The child attends for 0% - 89.9% of the time. 

 
 

Impact on Attainment: 

 

Regular attendance is not just a legal requirement, but it 

is vital for pupils to maximize their learning, and achieve 

full potential here at Oakbank School. There are a number 

of important steps that you can take to ensure your child 

maintains a high level of attendance: 

 

Ensure your child attends every day, on time, equipped 

and ready to learn. Line Up begins at 8.40am and all pupils 

need to be onsite by 8.35am. 

 

Ensure the School has up-to-date addresses and 

telephone numbers. We will contact you by text or by 

telephone if your child is absent and you have not 

contacted the School. This ensures that truancy is quickly 

identified. 

 

If your child is ill, contact the School and provide an 

explanatory note on their return to the School. Please 

make sure you telephone the School every day your child 

is absent. 

 

If you wish to check that your child has arrived at the 

School contact the Attendance Officer.  They will inform 

you if your child has been registered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 If no contact is received regarding the absence, it is 
recorded as unauthorised. Ultimately the School is 
responsible for deciding if the absence is acceptable 
or not. Only genuine absence will be authorised. You 
will be asked to provide medical evidence if your child 
has a poor attendance record. 

 

 Ensure that medical appointments are made outside 
of School time. 

 

 Avoid trivial absence such as, ‘buying new shoes’. This 
would not be accepted as a reasonable absence. 

 

 Holidays should not be taken in School time. Holidays 
will not be authorised during term time. 

 

 Respond to School letters or telephone calls 
regarding attendance and punctuality. 

 

 Contact your child’s Tutor if you are experiencing 
difficulty in getting your child into School. 

 

 Thank you for working in partnership with us to 
achieve the highest possible levels of attendance and 
punctuality at Oakbank School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Group 

  

97% - 100% 

Yellow Group 

  

95% - 96.9% 

Amber Group 

  

93% - 94.9% 

Pink Group 

  

90% - 92.9% 

Red Group 

  

0% - 89.9% 



 

Remembrance Day 2021   

                              

                  

                           
On Thursday 11th November 2021 the school came together to observe a two minute silence to remember those who 
served to defend our democratic freedoms and way of life. On Remembrance Sunday two Oakbank students took part 
in the local Shinfield community remembrance service. We are very proud of them. 
 



 

Keeping our School Community Safe  

Do you know what your child/children are posting online?  

If the answer is no, then we encourage you to ask them 

to show you their social media activity and to monitor this 

regularly.  Quite often our children are either facing 

difficulty online or they could also be causing difficulties 

for others.  It is really important to have regular 

conversations with your child about their online activity 

in order to keep them safe. 

If you would like to report harmful content, please follow 

the link below. 

https://reportharmfulcontent.com/report/ 

This webpage will give you advice on all the various social 

media sites and how to report harmful content. 

We would also encourage you to check your child’s 

security settings on all their social media accounts and 

ensure it is set at the highest level possible. 

If you are interested in further advice on the different 

social media sites, please follow this link: 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-

media-guides 

Pupils are not allowed to take any photos or videos on 

school site of any pupil or member of staff. We have a 

responsibility to keep our whole school community safe 

and will address any matter raised to us swiftly and act 

accordingly. 

 

 

 

 SEND Information 

Did you know …? 

Dyslexia influences as many as 1 in 5 people and is a 
genetic difference in an individual’s ability to learn and 
process information. As a result, dyslexic individuals have 
differing abilities, with strengths in creative, problem-
solving and communication skills and challenges with 
spelling, reading and memorising facts. 
Generally, a dyslexic cognitive profile will be uneven 
when compared to a neurotypical cognitive profile. This 
means that dyslexic individuals really do think differently. 
Thinking differently means they are extraordinarily good 
at certain things. Often much better than people who are 
not dyslexic. But they find other things challenging (more 
so than their classmates who are not dyslexic), like 
reading, writing, spelling, following instructions, 
concentrating, and staying organised. 
Here are 5 ways in how to support a dyslexic mind at 

home: 

1) Spot the strengths. The most transformative 

thing you can do for a dyslexic child is to help 

them spot their dyslexic strengths. Every dyslexic 

child has them. These are the things they are 

naturally good at and love to do. 

2) A multisensory approach works best. Dyslexic 

learners (and all learners, in fact!) love to explore 

with their senses. Watching, listening, touching 

(or getting hands on), learning through 

movement. 

3) Use assistive technology, to give a helping hand. 

Technology can help level the playing field for 

dyslexic learners, allowing them to focus on their 

strengths like imagining and storytelling, without 

getting tripped up by spelling, punctuation, and 

grammar. If your child is dyslexic, did you know 

that you can install dyslexia friendly fonts on their 

devices? Below is a video explaining how to install 

this on Chrome. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-qaahlgMFY 

4) Time and patience. Many Dyslexic learners have 

a slower processing speed, so it takes us longer to 

read and decode chunks of information. 

However, they flourish when they are given time 

to understand, plan and respond. 

5) Positive praise. It’s so important that dyslexic 

children hear positive praise. Research suggests 

that they are most motivated to improve when 

they hear negative and positive comments in a 

ratio of 1:5. That’s 5 pieces of praise for every 1 

negative comment. Positive praise is vital for 

their  

6) Self-esteem and makes sure they stay motivated 

to keep learning, even when things are tough. 

 

 

https://reportharmfulcontent.com/report/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/social-media-guides
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-qaahlgMFY


 

Year 7 Football 

Our Year 7's played host to the first round of Reading 

Football fixtures recently. 

Not only did the group represent the school fantastically, 

they played some lovely football and scored some very 

good goals. 

Stand out goals were a cracking strike from Olivia C that 

hit the bar and went in and an awesome finish from Bella 

J that found the top corner. 

Oakbank 6-0 Little Heath 

Oakbank 1-1 Denefield 

Oakbank 5-0 Abbey 

Oakbank 4-1 Maiden Erlegh Reading 

Well done to the team: 

Alexia D, Maisy D, Vienna G, Sophie L, Bella J, Olivia C, 

Taviah PC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Christmas Performance 

 

Students at Oakbank have been working hard to prepare 

for the Christmas Performance on 2nd  December in school 

at 6pm. 

If you have booked tickets the students are looking 

forward performing for you. 

Book Club 

 
The Oakbank Book club are currently reading 8 fiction 

titles for the Berkshire Book award, 

https://www.berkshirebookaward.org.uk/ 

Voting closes on January 12th 2022 and the Shortlist will be 

announced on January 19th 2022, our challenge is to read as 

many as possible, by January! TWO new year 8 students 

have joined us this term making our Tuesday book club even 

more lively.  

We are also participating in the 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/ and our group will be 

working on the judging process soon! 

There is a PRIZE at the end of term for the top 3 library 

borrowers, so we encourage our students to read and 

borrow at least 2 books every 2 weeks from the library.  

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.berkshirebookaward.org.uk/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/


 

School Choir  

 

Our choir is growing in numbers each week as we work 

towards our Christmas Performance but we would love 

more students to join us after school from 3-4pm on a 

Monday. If you are interested in music in any way please 

come and see what we do, we would love you to take part 

in our performance.  

Year 11 Remote Parents Evening 

We are delighted to confirm that we will be having a Year 

11 Parents Evening on Thursday 9th December running 

from 4:00pm to 6:30pm.  Just because of the current 

Covid situation we will be running it remotely.  A letter 

with full details will be with you by Wednesday 24th 

November. 

 

 Important Diary dates 

 November 2021 

25th -   Year 10 meet theTutor  
26th -   Inset Day 

29th -  Inset Day 

 December 2021 

2nd -   Christmas Music Event 
9th -  Year 11 Parents Evening 
17th - Last day of term 

 January 2022 

4th Jan -  INSET Day 
5th Jan -  Start of new term 
 

 

  

Reminder – Latest News 

  

For our latest news and updates go to : 

- www.oakbank.education 
- https://twitter.com/Oakbank_School 

- https://www.facebook.com/Oakbank.School.Anthem 
 

 

http://www.oakbank.education/
https://twitter.com/Oakbank_School
https://www.facebook.com/Oakbank.School.Anthem

