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Parent News 
 
As I sit in my office typing this newsletter, I can hear the buzz of excitement in the main hall as the first students arrive 
for the key stage three Halloween Disco arranged by our wonderful PTA.  This is the second major event held this half 
term by the PTA, following an incredibly successful Bingo Night held last week, which raised well over £500!!!  We will be 
holding a plethora of PTA activities next term including a cake sale and non-uniform day.  The money raised will go 
towards the provision of a much-needed bike shed for our students to use.  
 
Last month we also had the pleasure of welcoming well over 450 parents and prospective students to our school during 
the schools Open Evening and two Open Mornings.  The large number of attendees is a fantastic demonstration of how 
our reputation in the local community is already improving rapidly.  We also had over 100 students serving their school 
community on the evening by either leading tours around the school for visiting families or supporting departments with 
presentations and demonstrations.  All the students were outstanding and an absolute credit to the school and to you as 
parents and carers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Unfortunately, as is the case at the end of many school terms, we have to say goodbye to several colleagues who are 
moving on from Oakbank to embark on new challenges and opportunities.  Mrs Green (Exams Officer), Mr Caico (LSA), 
Ms Stonard (Librarian) all leave us this half term after many years of service to the Oakbank community.  I wish them all 
the very best for the future on behalf of all the students and staff.  
 
Finally, a reminder that our year 11s will return to sit their PPEs after half term from 31st October – 11th November.  A 
Year 11 Raising Standards assembly was held earlier this week for all Year 11s designed to support them with their 
preparation for the exams.  Although I encourage all our students to find some time to rest over half term and enjoy 
some prolonged family time, it is also important that Year 11 commit time to revision in preparation for their exams.  
  
Your Headteacher  
 

Mr S Jump   
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          SEN Department 

       Under the spotlight                             

 
Our Department  
 
The SEND department consists of Mrs W Grobler (Assistant Head Inclusion (SENCO)), Mrs S Thompson 
(Assistant SENCO) and we currently have 6 Learning Support Assistants in the department.  
We encourage and welcome, additional visits to the school to meet the team and to discuss the needs of 
your child. 
 
You can contact us on SEN@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk to arrange a meeting.    
  

Support for our SEND Students:  

• Allocated Key Worker   
• Regular review of Pupil Passports  
• Access to the sensory room  
• Open invitation to the Supported Learning Club to assist 

with home learning  
• Break/Lunch club  
• Morning check-in if needed  
• Independent Autism Support Advisor (once a week)  
• 1:1 Support for identified students (Dyslexia, literacy, 

numeracy)  
• Small group literacy support 

                  

 Resources available for our SEND Students:  

• Laptops that can be used in our SEND area to complete home learning  
• Case by case review of the need of laptops in the classroom  
• Assistive technology – reading pens  
• Lexia Literacy support  
• Toe-by-toe program – highly structured phonics-based reading program  
• Power of Two – maths 1:1 coaching system for maths success  
• SEND support material (Coloured overlays, coloured paper, reading rulers, 

wobble cushions, theraputty, fiddle toys appropriate for the classroom)  
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Oakbank Reading Recommendations 
 

If you’re searching for a new book to read, why not try one of these? 
 
 

KS3 – The House with the Chicken Legs  
 

A spellbinding adventure, bound-up with traditional folk and fairy tales, The 

House with Chicken Legs transports readers to a world of spells and spirits 

bound by ancient rules and one girl who longs to break free. 

Marinka dreams of a normal life, she dreams of standing still, but her house 

has chicken legs and a will of its own and moves on without warning.  

For governing Marinka’s world is the powerful and feared Baba Yaga. To 

some she is a witch, to others the Goddess of Death who guides spirits 

between this world and the next and she is also Marinka's grandmother.  

Marinka longs to change her destiny and sets out to break free from her 

grandmother's footsteps, but her house has other ideas...  

Based on the Slavic fairy tales she was told by her own Prussian grandmother, Sophie Anderson’s debut 

is both a powerful reimagining of ancient storytelling and an entrancing new story of one girl’s search 

for freedom and her own calling. It is a celebration of the power of storytelling to weave new spells and 

keep magic alive for every new generation.  

 
 
 
KS4 – Medusa: The Girl Behind the Myth by Jessie Burton 
 

A dazzling, feminist retelling of Greek myth. 

Exiled to a far-flung island by the whims of the gods, Medusa has little 

company except the snakes that adorn her head instead of hair. But when 

a charmed, beautiful boy called Perseus arrives on the island, her lonely 

existence is disrupted with the force of a supernova, unleashing desire, 

love and betrayal... 

Filled with glorious full-colour illustrations by award-winning Olivia 

Lomenech Gill, this astonishing retelling of Greek myth Illuminates the girl 

behind the legend; it brings alive Medusa for a new generation. 

 

 



Anthem Schools Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales. Company No. 7468210. 

Registered Office: Highbridge House, 16-18 Duke Street, Reading RG1 4RU 
 

 
Adult fiction – The Bullet that Missed by Richard Osman 
 

It is an ordinary Thursday, and things should finally be returning to normal. 

Except trouble is never far away where the Thursday Murder Club are 

concerned. A local news legend is on the hunt for a sensational headline, and 

soon the gang are hot on the trail of two murders, ten years apart. 

To make matters worse, a new nemesis pays Elizabeth a visit, presenting her 

with a deadly mission: kill or be killed… 

While Elizabeth grapples with her conscience (and a gun), the gang and their 

unlikely new friends (including TV stars, money launderers and ex-KGB 

colonels) unravel a new mystery. But can they catch the culprit and save 

Elizabeth before the murderer strikes again? 

If you haven’t read the other two books in the series, why don’t you start wi th those first? 
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Black History Month at Oakbank 

It is important for people, regardless of their age, to engage in Black 

History Month but it is arguably more important for our students to 

learn about Black History during October and throughout the year. 

This year students have been invited to join in the Humanities 

poster competition to celebrate Black History by showcasing an 

individual or black community that has made a positive contribution 

to society.  This competition will be open till the end of half term 

should students still wish to enter.   

We also ran a Black History Month assembly which was led by Mr Kingston and some year 9 students of colour who 

stood up in front of their peers to present. This assembly didn’t just highlight the importance of Black History in Britain 

but explored the history of what it means to be ‘Black British’.  We did this through telling the timeline of black history in 

Britain from the Afro-Roman settlers in 1800 years ago right up to the Empire Windrush and Notting Hill Carnival.  We 

did this to highlight that Black History is not only important to people of colour to celebrate their culture and identity but 

to all people living in Britain as it is a share part of their history. Should any parents like to read a copy of this 

presentation and the history notes attached then please email Mr Kingston. (mkingston@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk)  

Lastly, we also had some dedicated lessons in KS3 to mark the occasion.  We do not wish for this to be a tokenistic 

celebration and black history is something that we will continue to teach throughout the year alongside other lesser 

studied groups in history, but we felt it was important to mark the occasion with a specific lesson at this time. In each 

year group we studied:  

Year 7 – The Ivory Bangle Lady of York – a lady of mixed African decent found by Archologists in 1901 shows the existence 
of black people in Britain nearly 2000 years ago. She was a lady of higher status showing that she was part of the 
community and did not face the prejudices that we associate with Black British history.  

Year 8 – The Black Tudors – students studied a series of Black people from the Tudor period and used evidence to infer 
what the life of black people in Tudor England were like in comparison to the modern day.  

Year 9 – How important were troops from the British Empire in WW1? – Students assessed how integral the involvement 
of the 4 million volunteers were that came to Britain’s aid during the First World War while analysing how the European 
led conflict was fought in areas like West Africa.  

These lessons have been warmly received by students and as mentioned this is something we want to carry on 

throughout the year and build upon next year with plans to celebrate Black culture in Britain while raising money for 

charity. For any further information please do not hesitate to contact Mr Kingston.   

mailto:mkingston@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk


Anthem Schools Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales. Company No. 7468210. 

Registered Office: Highbridge House, 16-18 Duke Street, Reading RG1 4RU 
 

  



Anthem Schools Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales. Company No. 7468210. 

Registered Office: Highbridge House, 16-18 Duke Street, Reading RG1 4RU 
 

 
Oakbank stars 
 
 

 
 
 
The Berks & South Bucks ASA County Development Gala was held at the Braywick 
Leisure Centre near Maidenhead on 9th October 2022. Aryan Jadeja won Gold 
medals for 50 m butterfly and 50 m breaststroke events and Silver medal for 50 m 
front crawl event in 13 year old boys age group.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Matthew Gogol who recently took part in an international 
competition in Bulgaria at Plovdiv Cup 2022 aerobic gymnastics.  

Fantastic achievement with two silver medals for GB Southern region in age group 
individual men and trio category.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In other news…We have had the pleasure of welcoming 22 new students to Oakbank since 
12th September.  They have made a super start to their time here with us and I hope they have  
all settled in well. 
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Looking ahead… 

Half Term 24th October – 28th October 

Y11 PPE’s 31st October – 11th November 

 

Oakbank PTA  
 
The PTA had a hugely succesful Bingo night on Friday 14th October 2022. The event raised 
£561.02 which we will be putting towards the well needed bike sheds! We would like to 
thank the following local companies for the raffle prizes: 

Shinfield Arms: The Flowerstalk; Paradise Hair & Beauty: Dobbies: One Stop; Trinitas 
Osteopathy; The Elm Tree; Three Mile Cross Post Office; Co-op – Shinfield; The Laurel 
Garden Centre; Strictly Street Dance; Budgens – Three Mile Cross; The Farriers 

The Key Stage 3 Halloween Disco was fang-tastic event on Thursday 20th October 2022. It 
was great to see so many students dressed up and enjoying the music! Thank you to all of 
the staff who came and supported to make the evening a success. We raised a total of 
£421.22 which we will again be putting towards the construction of the bike sheds! 

The following events are being planned for this term and will be advertised on our social 
media channels, ClassCharts and ParentMail. Do keep an eye out for them and, perhaps 
most importantly, take part in them to help us make the school a better place for all! 

• Children In Need Non Uniform Day and Cake sale Friday 18th November 2022 

• Christmas Jumper Day and Cake Sale Friday 16th December 2022 

The PTA are always looking for volunteers to get involved in any capacity, no matter how 
small! Please email pta@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk 
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