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Parent News 

 

You will see from this bumper edition of the newsletter what a busy few weeks we have had (yet again) at 
Oakbank.  The term has been full of exciting activities for all year groups and has finished with a festive flourish of 
events to round off 2022.   

At the start of this month our year 8 students had the opportunity to learn about a                                                    
wide range of creepy crawlies, amphibians, and reptiles.  A brave few even had the                                                        
chance to handle some of the animals when Zoolab came to visit the school.       

The day was organised by our wonderful humanities department who invited in Zoolab                                                
to Oakbank to support our students in learning about environmental pressures faced                                                    
by animals throughout the world.  

The students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and learned a great deal in a way                             t                            
that would have simply not been possible in a normal classroom environment.  

 

Our Christmas celebrations have also been in full swing over the last two weeks.  Our                                                      
staff, and students, enjoyed a festive feast in the school canteen on the 14th and 15th                                                         
of December.  Crackers, Christmas music and party hats were a must!  Thanks to George and the rest of the 
fabulous canteen staff for such a lovely event. 
                                                                                                  Not to be outdone, our brilliant Drama and Music                 
                                                                                                  departments put on two wonderful nights of entertainment,    
                                                                                                  enjoyed by a large crowd who came to support the   
                                                                                                  Christmas Music concert, and Drama production of  
                 Blood Brothers and a Christmas Carol.  
                                                                                                   

Both evenings demonstrated the wonderful talent our 
Oakbank students have, and I know that all the performers 
really appreciated the support of the wider Oakbank 

 community who came to enjoy the performances on both nights.  
 

As is custom at the end of every term, I would like to take this opportunity to recognise the contribution that’s 
been made to Oakbank from three colleagues who are leaving our school at the end of this term.  Mr Gower has 
been teaching at Oakbank since 2015 but has decided it is time to move on to another school from January.  Miss 
Tiernan also leaves us for pastures new and Mrs Kemp has decided to pursue new opportunities outside of a school 
setting after serving Oakbank on the Senior Leadership team for the past two years.  We wish them all the very best 
for their futures and thank them for all they have done for our school.  

 

Finally, I would like to wish you all my very best wishes for a fantastic Christmas and a prosperous New year.  
 
Your Headteacher  
 

Mr S Jump   
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    ENGLISH - READING 

  Under the spotlight                             
 

A spotlight on… 
Reading for pleasure 

 
How you can help your child 

 

 
 

 “Reading is like joy: you can exist without it, but why would you want to?” 

MARCUS SEDGWICK 

 
The Benefits of Reading 
Research shows that reading has benefits in many areas of education and life. In addition to the 

obvious benefits on reading comprehension and attainment, it also impacts upon: 

 

• Vocabulary 

• Understanding of grammar 

• Spelling skill 

• Writing attainment 

• Attitudes to reading and writing 

• Knowledge and understanding of 

the world and other people 

• Achievement in other subjects, 

including maths 

• Empathy and understanding of 

emotions 

• Development of our sense of ‘self’ 

and identity



 

Let’s take a closer look at some of these benefits: 
 
Reading supports achievement in other subjects because it helps students to access the wider curriculum. Even 

maths attainment has been proven to benefit from reading skill because, in order to use maths skills, students are 

required to read and understand the questions they are faced with.  

Research shows that reading can help to reduce stress and improve 

mental wellbeing. Linked to this, we know that research shows the 

numerous benefits of a good night’s sleep, which can be significantly 

helped by a reduction in screen-time. Therefore, a bedtime routine 

which includes reading could help with relaxing before bed. 

 
 

 
“Because reading is so integrated into  

every aspect of modern life,  
teaching reading really is  

equipping children for the future.”  
James Murphy 

 
 
 

 
How can you support your child’s reading at home? 
• Sharing your experiences about why reading is important for life and work, whilst being mindful not to add to 

any negative feelings, can help children to see that everyone struggles with certain things but it’s worth 

persevering.  

• Avoid reading being seen as a chore through requests such as ‘if you read for 15 minutes, you can…’. Whilst this 

may work for some young people, it is unlikely to lead to reading being seen as an enjoyable activity.   

• Research by the National Literacy Trust showed that reading for pleasure increased during the 2020-2021 

lockdowns; one of the reasons young people gave for this was having the time to read and having fewer 

distractions. This would suggest that helping your child to balance their time and factor reading into their 

schedule in a quiet environment would be beneficial.  

• Help your child to be proactive in their wider reading. For example, if they are covering World War II, explore 

age-appropriate texts on this through poetry, online articles or novels.  

• Take an interest in what they’re reading and studying at school by reading around topics 

as well so that you can engage in discussion about their texts/areas of learning, whilst 

modelling an interest in reading.  

• Help your child to experience feeling successful with reading. Praise and encourage them, 

whilst showing interest in what they’ve read. Support your child with selecting age-

appropriate texts for them to read for pleasure, rather than only encouraging them to read 

for schoolwork.  

• Often younger children enjoy reading with their parents and their interest wanes when it 

becomes an independent activity and they no longer share a connection with someone 

over a book. Read with them or listen to audiobooks, if you don’t feel confident enough to 

read yourself.  

 

‘Reading is the heart of education. 
The knowledge of almost every 
subject in school flows from 
reading.’ Cyndi Giorgis 

‘Excellence in almost any academic subject 
requires strong reading.’ Doug Lemov 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Finding texts for your child 
If your child struggles with reading, they may find it difficult to access certain texts that would otherwise interest 

them, and which explore issues relevant to their age. This can be a barrier to finding reading enjoyable.  

Research by the National Literacy Trust found that students who experienced an increased enjoyment in reading 

during Covid-19 lockdowns noted an increase in the choice of good-quality reading material as one of the reasons. 

However, some missed having the guidance of hearing others read and getting suggestions for different books. 

It’s clear, therefore, that we all need to be able to help guide students towards 

finding a range of reading material they could be interested in, so that they can see 

the various options and have a selection to choose from. This could include non-

fiction articles from magazines, newspapers or websites, novels, plays, or 

blog posts etc. It doesn’t necessarily matter what they read; the important thing is 

to help them get into reading in whatever form that may take. Emerging research 

also suggests that audiobooks may be helpful for increasing interest in reading, 

as well as modelling good reading fluency, so these may also be worth exploring if 

your child is reluctant to pick up a book. 

 

Where to look: 
• Libraries not only offer free access to books, but they often also have audio books and e-books that your child 

could borrow.  

• Book shops provide a chance for your child to browse and purchase books with support from  

staff, if they wish. Some book shops will have review cards with some of their top-picks too.  

• Audio books can be purchased from devices such as phones, as well as on CDs or borrowed from a library.  

 

How to choose: 
• Remember that it doesn’t matter what they read: helping them to enjoy reading and find texts they want to read 

is the important thing. This might mean they find a book, collection of short stories or even a graphic novel, but 

it also might mean that they find a range of online articles, websites or magazines they enjoy reading.  

• You could look at fiction books related to topics they are interested in, or encourage them to read about it 

online.  

• If they’ve enjoyed a book before, encourage them to read another text by the same author.  

• Spend some time browsing library or book shop shelves or reading book reviews online.  

• If you are browsing in a shop/library/online, you could read the back of the books (blurbs) and a page from the 

start to help decide whether this feels like something they’d like to read more of. 

• Be mindful about your child’s reading level so that they can access the vocabulary the text contains. For those 

who struggle with reading, books from Barrington Stoke publishers and the OUP Super Readable Rollercoasters 

may be worth exploring.   

 

 

“By sharing books, we can help our 
teens find their way in this crazy, 
mixed-up world.” Sarah Mackenzie 



 

The importance 
of listening to 
texts  
Sharing stories as a 

family can be enjoyable for everyone. Often, parents stop reading aloud to their children when they can read; the 

problem with this is that many children then lose that sense of connection and the pleasure of sharing a story with 

someone else, leading to reading being seen as less pleasurable. Children can also listen to stories which contain 

much more complex vocabulary and concepts than they are capable of reading on their own. Reading aloud enables 

them to experience these more complex stories which may be more interesting to them than texts written for their 

reading level. 

Reading aloud and sharing stories together can break through the normal routine of the day and can provide a 

much-needed pause, as well as creating a magical connection leading to conversations and inside jokes.  

 
 

How could you 
introduce 
reading aloud in 
your home? 
• Approach it 

through a 

‘normal’ event. Over dinner, you could mention you’ve been reading something and would like your child’s 

opinion on the topic. Read the text to them whilst they eat and discuss their thoughts. Short extracts from 

articles about current events are a great way to start this with older children who may have gone a long time 

without being read to in the home.  

• If you are driving to school or the shops, you could put on an audiobook – the read aloud doesn’t have to be 

your own voice! This has benefits from families with very 

busy schedules, who have longer car journeys as part of their week 

or parents who don’t feel confident reading themselves.  

• Suggest reading a novel aloud (or listening to an audio book), as a 

family, after dinner – they could sit drawing, painting, making 

models or doing the washing up. 

  

“When we read, we can be inspired to want to build a better world  

and a brighter future. So keep reading and change the world.” 
Christopher Edge 

“Reading to our kids teaches them to think, make connections, and 

communicate. Reading aloud doesn’t just open windows. It flings 

wide the doors of opportunities…” Sarah Mackenzie 



 

 

Oakbank reading recommendations 
 

If you’re searching for a new book to read, why not try one of these? 
 

KS3 – When The Sky Falls by Phil Earle  
 

 
 
 
Inspired by a true story. It's 1940, and Joseph has been packed off to stay with Mrs F, a gruff 
woman with no great fondness for children. To Joseph's amazement, she owns the rundown 
city zoo where Joseph meets Adonis, a huge silverback gorilla. Adonis is ferociously strong 
and dangerous, but Joseph finds he has an affinity with the lonely beast. But when the bombs 
begin to fall, it is up to Joseph to guard Adonis's cage should it be damaged by a blast. Will 
Joseph be ready to pull the trigger if it comes to it? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
KS4 – Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
 

 
In one of the most memorable novels of recent years, Kazuo Ishiguro imagines the lives of 
a group of students growing up in a darkly skewered version of contemporary England.  

Narrated by Kathy, now 31, Never Let Me Go hauntingly dramatises her attempts to come 
to terms with her childhood at the seemingly idyllic Hailsham School, and with the fate that 
has always awaited her and her closest friends in the wider world.  

A story of love, friendship and memory, Never Let Me Go is charged throughout with a 
sense of the fragility of life. 

 

 
Adult fiction – The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

Between life and death there is a library. 

When Nora Seed finds herself in the Midnight Library, she has a chance to make things 
right. Up until now, her life has been full of misery and regret. She feels she has let 
everyone down, including herself. But things are about to change.  

The books in the Midnight Library enable Nora to live as if she had done things differently. 
With the help of an old friend, she can now undo every one of her regrets as she tries to 
work out her perfect life. But things aren't always what she imagined they'd be, and soon 
her choices place the library and herself in extreme danger. Before time runs out, she must 
answer the ultimate question: what is the best way to live?  



 

Berkshire Maestros 
 
On Monday 21st November Year 7 had a workshop from Berkshire Maestros and enjoyed listening to all the different 
instruments that they offer lessons for at Oakbank!  The day was a fantastic success with huge energy and enthusiasm 
from all the students involved.   

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education News… 

Our Y11 basketball team took on and beat Holme Grange School in their first 
basketball match of the year earlier this month. They won 58-6 with Logan J 
from Y10, Malachi H-T and MJ T from Y9 helping to secure the victory. 
 
They played some lovely basketball as a team with some very good work 
defensively around the basket and were clinical in offense. 
 
What a great start to the season!! 

 
 

 
 
Year 7 Girls football team had their first ever tournament taking on three 
other local schools. Some students were playing their first proper game of 
football.  It was a great experience for the girls who drew two of the games 
and scored some wonderful goals.  
 
We look forward to them playing more games in the near future and securing 
their first wins. 
 
 



 

 

Non-Uniform day 
Children in Need & Cake Sale 
 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance reminder 
 
Medical appointments for students should, where possible, be made outside of school  hours.  If this is not possible, we 
must have proof of these appointments.  This could be a screenshot of the text reminder, or a hospital/GP 
letter.  Without this, all absence will be classified as unauthorised.  Please also remember that we need to be informed 
each day when your child is poorly.  This is for safeguarding reasons in order to protect our students as well as the 
parents.   
Thank you for your support.      
Mrs Johnson  

 
Oakbank PTA  
The PTA held a fantastic cake sale on Friday 18th November as part of the 
Children In Need non-uniform day. Thank you to everyone who contributed and 
helped us to raise £610.92! With all of the successful events we have run this 
term plus additional funding we have secured from council grants it looks like we 
will be able to build our covered bike shed in the new year! 
 

• Watch this space for the 2023 £20.23 Challenge and Community Quiz Night 

next term! 

The PTA are always looking for volunteers to get involved in any capacity, no 
matter how small! Please email pta@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk 

mailto:pta@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk


 

 
 
Looking ahead… 

Last Day of Term Tuesday 20th December – early finish 12:40pm 

We will welcome students back in the spring term on Thursday 5th January 2023, at 8.30am (week A) 

Year 11 parents evening – Thursday 12th January 2023 (in person)  

 
 

 
 
 
A final point… 
We would like to inform parents / carers of the fact that the school has invested in a metal detector wand to 
assist us in ensuring our students are safe and not carrying prohibited items on their person in school.  All 
schools in the Wokingham area have been encouraged to invest in such items to support the countywide 
concerns of students using / carrying vapes in schools.  The wands pick up the battery elements of the vape 
and therefore allow schools to search students discretely if any concerns are raised.  


