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Parent News 
 
As you can see from this packed edition of our newsletter, the first month at Oakbank has been jammed full of activities 
for our students.  From day trips to reading programmes, student leadership roles and sports fixtures, it’s clear to see 
Oakbank students have a plethora of opportunities to choose from.  Please do encourage your children to get involved 
as much as possible in these additional opportunities.  
 
It was wonderful to meet so many families in person over the last couple of weeks at our information evenings.  I hope 
you found them informative and that you left the meetings excited after seeing our aspirational plans for the year.  You 
may well have received a feedback form (or you will be very soon) that we kindly ask you to complete and return at your 
earliest convenience.  Unfortunately, the turnout for some year groups was quite low and whilst I appreciate that some 
families might find it difficult to attend such evenings, I would encourage you all to do everything possible to be able to 
attend these events in the future.  It’s vitally important that all students feel that their family and the school are working 
in unison to ensure they make the very best progress whilst they’re at Oakbank.    
 
Plans are well underway for the school Open Evening on Tuesday (5.30pm – 7.30pm) where we look forward to 
welcoming our potential new students to experience what Oakbank has to offer.  Families will have the opportunity to 
listen to a short presentation in the main hall followed by a guided tour led by one of our wonderful Oakbank students.  
The exciting news this year is that we will be offering 150 places for year 7 in September 2023, up from our current 
intake of 120, a clear sign of the ambition we all have for the school moving forwards.   
 
Please don’t forget we finish school at 12.40pm on Tuesday 27th September to allow us to fully prepare for the open 
evening.   
 
It was my pleasure to attend the Parent Teacher Association AGM last week, and wonderful to welcome another three 
new parents to the team.  As you will see from the last page of this newsletter, the PTA have a wide range of activities 
planned for the rest of this term and beyond.  The bingo night on the 14th of October promises to be great fun for all and 
I encourage you to get your tickets early to avoid disappointment when they are released later this month (more details 
to follow).   I would like to thank all members of the PTA for their hard work and commitment to helping us improve the 
school for all.   
 
In other news, we have just completed a full upgrade to our two computer rooms, replacing a total of 62 PCs with brand 
new devices.  These will help all students studying IT, Computing, Business Studies, I Media, Food Technology and 
Enterprise and Marketing over the coming years.  We are also in the process of transforming the library into a learning 
resource centre to include new seating and a suite of PCs that can be used by students during their free time in school to 
support them in completing home learning tasks.  
 
  
Your Headteacher  
 

Mr S Jump   
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          HOUSE SYSTEM 

       Under the spotlight   

                                                         

 

Last Friday we kicked off the House System properly by taking the opportunity to share the first House point tally of the 
year with all our students.  
 
As part of an initiative to enhance the house system, the way house points are awarded has changed. Every positive 
point accrued on Class Charts counts towards the total for your child’s house and any negative points are taken away 
from that total.  
 
This year we are encouraging all our pupils to sign up to extracurricular activities to enhance their education in other 
ways besides what goes on in the classroom. 10 House points will be awarded to a student for every extra-curricular 
activity they attend this year.  You, as the parent / carer will be able to see these points in Class Charts as soon as they 
are awarded.  
 
There are many activities already underway and more will be coming later in the year. There will also be House 
competitions throughout this year, where each House will be able to earn massive amounts of points to earn towards 
their totals. One House this year will lift the House cup – but who will it be? 
 
 
At the end of our first week our tally is as follows: 

 
 
Well done to Hillary and Tenzing for securing 1st place in the first tally! A new tally we be unveiled through tutor time 
every other Friday. Whilst Hillary and Tenzing are in the lead at the moment, it is by no means guaranteed to stay that 
way for long as the totals are all still very close!  
 
Remember, every point counts! 
 



Anthem Schools Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales. Company No. 7468210. 

Registered Office: Highbridge House, 16-18 Duke Street, Reading RG1 4RU 
 

  

Physical Education Update - NETBALL      

On Thursday 15th September our Y11 Netball team took on Queen Anne's in a national netball 
competition. 

Our students were fantastic, and their drive and determination were brilliant. 

Unfortunately, we lost 43-13 but the 9 girls that represented our school gave it their all and showcased their skills to the 
best of their ability. We’re so proud of the girls for showing fantastic effort in a national competition with all players 
performing brilliantly in both attack and defence. 

Team: 
Amy K, Hannah BB, Emily A, Elise B, Ruby B, Ava M, Katie B,  
Rosey B and Jess H 

Player of the Match was Ava M for an outstanding performance. 

 

 

 FOOTBALL     

On the same days as the Y11 Netballers were playing Queen Anne’s the Year 11 Girls Football team took on 
Bohunt and Holme Grange in the League.  Our team consisted of one year 11 student, seven year 10 students 
and three year 9 students. 
 
Our students were fantastic and represented the school wonderfully. 
 
In the first game vs Bohunt (they have 6 Reading players and their 11's and 10's were last year’s county 
champions), we defended valiantly.  Despite going 1-0 down, the girls kept on battling showing fantastic 
resilience to score through Charlotte C.  Bohunt piled on the pressure and managed to score a 2nd and deciding 
goal which took them to a 2-1 victory.  
 

In the second game vs Holme Grange, the team played 
some nice football and dominated the game and were 
unfortunate not to score.  As the game went on we 
continued to play well and create more chances.   Finally, 
Charlotte C scored a last minute winner to ensure the 
result of the game matched the performance. 

 
Team: 
Ellis G, Macey C, Alexine E, Ava E, Toyah S, Charlotte C, 
Ruby F, Amelia W, Maddison T, Ayanna C and Grace S 

 
Player of the Match vs Bohunt - Alexine E   Player of the Match vs Holme Grange -Charlotte C 
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Oakbank reading recommendations 
 

If you’re searching for a new book to read, why not try one of these? 
 

KS3 – Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell  
 
 
Everyone tells Sophie that she was orphaned in a shipwreck - found floating in a cello case on 
the English Channel on her first birthday. But Sophie is convinced her mother also survived. 
When the Welfare Agency threatens to separate her from her guardian and send her to an 
orphanage, Sophie takes matters into her own hands, starting with the only clue she has - the 
address of a cello-maker in Paris. 
 
On the run from the authorities, Sophie finds Matteo and his network of rooftoppers - urchins 
who walk tightropes and live in the sky. In a race across the rooftops of Paris, will they be able 
to find her mother before it's too late? Hopeful, inspiring and thrilling in equal measure, this is a 
classic adventure story about pursuing your dreams and never ignoring a possible. 
 
 

 
 
KS4 – The Gilded Ones by Namina Forna 

 
 
In this West African-inspired world, girls are outcasts by blood and warriors by choice, perfect for 
fans of Children of Blood and Bone and Black Panther. 
 
Sixteen-year-old Deka lives in Otera, a deeply patriarchal ancient kingdom, where a woman's 
worth is tied to her purity, and she must bleed to prove it. But when Deka bleeds gold - the colour 
of impurity, of a demon - she faces a consequence worse than death. 
 
She is saved by a mysterious woman who tells Deka of her true nature: she is an Alaki, a near-
immortal with exceptional gifts. The stranger offers her a choice: fight for the Emperor, with 
others just like her, or be destroyed... 
 

 
 
 
Adult fiction – The Lighthouse Witches by C.J Cooke 
 

A deserted lighthouse 
Upon the cliffs of a remote Scottish island stands a lighthouse. Strange and terrible events have 
happened here. It started with a witch hunt. Now, centuries later, islanders are vanishing. 
 
A lost family 
Liv Stay and her children don't believe in witches or curses. But within months of arriving on the 
island, her daughter Luna is the only one of them left. 
 
An impossible child 
Twenty years later, Luna's missing sister turns up out of the blue. She is exactly the girl Luna 
remembers. Same face. Same smile. Same age. Faced with the impossible, it's up to Luna to find 
out what really happened at the lighthouse all those years ago. 
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LIBRARY NEWS            
 
 
This term, Oakbank library is displaying book reviews written both by students and staff.  
 
The Oakbank Bookclub meets up on a Wednesday lunchtime, this started on 21st September in the library, students from 
all year groups are encouraged to attend to share and discuss favourite books and authors. We vote on, and review new 
books, and take part in the Carnegie Shadowing, and Berkshire Book Awards, watch live Awards ceremonies and have pizza 
and film events!  Ms Stonard would love to see you at Bookclub, you can also become a Library Monitor and help out at 
lunchtimes if you wish. 

 
This term, a new feature we have made available for students, is the Online Book Catalogue, which students can access on 
the home screen when you sign in on a school computer. Students can search all of the books in the school library, you 
can see what’s new and what’s popular.  
 

 
 
 

MUSIC          
 
Instrumental Music Lessons now available in school.  
 
Please email Mrs Pyper on rpyper@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk for more information to get your child playing an 
instrument this term! 
 

mailto:rpyper@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk
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Looking ahead… 

 

Tuesday 27th September:  Open Evening for prospective Y7 students 

Wednesday 28th September:  Open Morning 

Thursday 29th September:  Open Morning 

 
 

Oakbank PTA  
Our first AGM of the year was held on the 14th September 2022. We 
spent the time planning events for the school community and discussing 
how best to spend the money we hope to raise. High up on list is a bike 
shed for the lower playground and more benches for students around 
the site but these really are just a starting point of what we want to do! 
The following events are being planned for this term and will be 
advertised on our social media channels, ClassCharts and ParentMail. Do 
keep an eye out for them and, perhaps most importantly, take part in 
them to help us make the school a better place for all! 
 

• Family Bingo Night Thursday 14th October 7-9pm 

• Halloween Disco (KS3) Thursday 20th October 2022 7-9pm  

• Children In Need Non Uniform Day and Cake sale Friday 18th 

November 2022 

• Christmas Jumper Day and Cake Sale Friday 16th December 2022 

The PTA are always looking for volunteers to get involved in any 
capacity, no matter how small! Please email 
pta@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk 

mailto:pta@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk

