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Home-School Agreement Policy 

Aims 

The Home-School Agreement Policy includes details about how Anthem Schools Trust (the Trust) and 

each of our schools work together with parents towards achieving the best outcomes for children. 

Whilst home-school agreements are no longer a statutory requirement for schools, this policy 

encapsulates our belief that parents are a child’s first and most important educators. This policy is 

designed to help achieve the highest possible standards of achievement through close communication 

and effective partnership with parents. At the end of this policy is the Home-School Agreement which 

parents are asked to read carefully and then sign the declaration. 

Scope and publication 

This Home-School Agreement Policy applies to all pupils and their parents at all Anthem Schools Trust 

(the Trust) schools.. This policy can be made available in large print or other accessible formats if 

required. 

Who was consulted? 

In drawing up this policy and agreement Oakbank surveyed staff to clarify their expectations of the 

school. In addition, we reviewed current practices in communicating with parents and pupils. Reference 

was made to the sections in the Ofsted report relating to engaging with parents and outcomes for pupils. 

Relationship to other policies 

This policy relates most closely to the School Behaviour and Attendance and Punctuality and Pupil 

Registration Policies. It impacts on our approach to the prospectus and our aims and values. It is also 

relevant to many other school policies. 

Ethos of the school 

The ethos of the school is to foster positive relationships between all members of the school 

community, including all pupils, parents and staff. Bullying, harassment, victimisation and discrimination 

are not tolerated. The school will act fairly in relation to pupils and parents and we expect the same of 

pupils and parents in relation to the school and its staff. 

Communication with parents 

Excellent communication with parents is essential to the ethos of the school and is encouraged through 

a variety of methods: 

 the school prospectus and updated website 

 the school’s Facebook page 

 the school’s Twitter feeds 
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 parent/carer information sessions to explain principles of pedagogy and support children’s learning 

 assemblies: including class, year group, harvest, festivals and celebrations and end of term 

 open mornings 

 school reports on pupil progress and achievement 

 parent/carer consultation sessions  

 meetings between staff and parents 

 weekly newsletters 

 letters and reports 

 published calendar dates 

 displays and notice boards 

 circulation of documents, policies and minutes of relevant meetings 

 formation of a Parents/Carers’ Association 

 establishing a home-school agreement. 

Assistance will be provided for parents/carers with any disability or difficulty, including for those 

parents for whom English is a second language, to assist with communication with the school as 

required. Please contact Mrs W Grobler for assistance. 

Consultation with parents 

Regular consultation with parents/carers is also an integral part of the school’s ethos. We always 

endeavour to take account of the views and feedback of parents and carers. 

This will include consultation on general levels of satisfaction with education provision, selected aspects 

of the school’s work and on the impact of specific initiatives.  

Methods used will include: 

 surveys/questionnaires conducted by the school or commissioned by professional companies and 

external agents 

 face-to-face interviews 

 phone interviews 

 School Council and Parents Association meetings 

 focus groups or involvement of selected parent representatives 

 newsletters 

 email 

 Facebook, Twitter or other social media; or 

 text messages. 

Success criteria 

The success criteria for judging the effectiveness of parent/carer engagement strategies are: 

 parents/carers feel welcome when they come into the school and report that they have ready access 

to the staff they need to meet 

 parents/carers often give positive feedback and the number of complaints is low 

 a growing number of parents/carers volunteer to help in school activities 

 there is a high attendance at school events and there is frequent use of the school’s website and 

social media pages 
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 responses from surveys are strongly supportive 

 parents/carers find reports informative and helpful and feel able to support their children’s progress. 

Responsibilities and expectations 

Oakbank School will ensure that: 

 we provide a safe and supportive environment for students to enjoy learning and achieve their full 

potential

 we provide a consistently high standard of teaching

 students have the best possible education by providing a suitable curriculum and individual support

 we provide parents / carers with regular reports and opportunity for discussion about their child's 

progress

 we set regular home learning

 we contact home to acknowledge students’ successes

 we contact home if there are concerns about students’ behaviour, progress or attendance

 we contact home immediately if students are to be retained for more than 10 minutes after the end of 

the school day

 

Parents / Carers will ensure that: 

 your child attends every day, on time, unless they are ill

 your child does not take extended family trips or holidays during term-time

 your child has the correct learning equipment needed for the day, including PE kit when necessary

 you support the school’s policies and regulations on behaviour and uniform including same day 

after-school corrections up until 5.00pm after communication from the school

 you provide a suitable environment for your child to work at home

 your child completes their home learning on time and to the highest standard

 you attend Tutor consultations and Parents’ Evenings to discuss your child’s progress, and any 

other meetings arranged with your support

 you read and sign the student planner every week

 your contact details are up-to-date and you let reception know if your contact details change

 you support your child in participating in co-curricular electives, trips and residential visits, in 

particular the Year 7, 8 and 9 residential visits

 you pay for the replacement of any equipment or books your child loses or damages

 

Students will ensure that they: 

 work hard, live by the values and follow the learning habits in every lesson and around the school

 attend regularly, arrive on time, wear the correct uniform and bring the correct equipment

 behave responsibly both at the School and travelling to and from the School

 complete all homework to the highest standard and hand it in on time

 treat all adults and students with respect

 be polite at all times and open the door to let an adult through first

 respect the school building and equipment and leave all rooms tidy after using them

 do not undermine the safety of others

 take letters and messages home and deliver them to their families
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 take an active part in the school life including clubs, teams and extra-curricular trips.

 

Signing the Home-School Agreement 

We will take reasonable steps to ensure that all parents of registered pupils sign the parental declaration 

to indicate that they understand and accept the contents of the Home-School Agreement. Where parents 

have separated, where possible, both parents will be given the opportunity to sign a copy of the 

agreement’s parental declaration.  

We may also ask any pupil to sign the Home-School Agreement if we feel that the pupil is of sufficient 

maturity. However, we will not:  

 invite a parent or child to sign the parental declaration before the child has been admitted to  

the school 

 make the signing of the parental declaration a condition of the child’s admission to the school; or 

 base a decision about admitting a child to the school on assumptions about whether his or her 

parents are or are not likely to sign the parental declaration 

 impose a sanction on parents who do not sign, or on pupils whose parents do not sign  

the declaration 

 impose a sanction on pupils whose parents do not abide by the agreement. 

Monitoring, evaluation and review 

The Trust and the Headteacher will ensure that this policy and the agreement are reviewed at least every 

two years in consultation with parents, pupils, staff and Local Governors as necessary.  
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Appendix 1: Home-School Agreement  

Above all, following the values of Oakbank, Integrity, Collaboration and Excellence will ensure success. 

 

Oakbank School will ensure that: 

 we provide a safe and supportive environment for students to enjoy learning and achieve their full potential

 we provide a consistently high standard of teaching

 students have the best possible education by providing a suitable curriculum and individual support
 we provide parents / carers with regular reports and opportunity for discussion about their child's progress

 we set regular home learning

 we contact home to acknowledge students’ successes
 we contact home if there are concerns about students’ behaviour, progress or attendance

 we contact home immediately if students are to be retained for more than 10 minutes after the end of the school 
day



 

Parents / Carers will ensure that: 

 your child attends every day, on time, unless they are ill

 your child does not take extended family trips or holidays during term-time

 your child has the correct learning equipment needed for the day, including PE kit when necessary
 you support the school’s policies and regulations on behaviour and uniform including same day after-

school corrections up until 5.00pm after communication from the school

 you provide a suitable environment for your child to work at home

 your child completes their home learning on time and to the highest standard
 you attend Tutor consultations and Parents’ Evenings to discuss your child’s progress, and any other 

meetings arranged with your support

 you read and sign the student planner every week

 your contact details are up-to-date and you let reception know if your contact details change
 you support your child in participating in co-curricular electives, trips and residential visits, in particular the 

Year 7, 8 and 9 residential visits

 you pay for the replacement of any equipment or books your child loses or damages

 

Students will ensure that they: 

 work hard, live by the values and follow the learning habits in every lesson and around the school

 attend regularly, arrive on time, wear the correct uniform and bring the correct equipment

 behave responsibly both at the School and travelling to and from the School
 complete all homework to the highest standard and hand it in on time

 treat all adults and students with respect

 be polite at all times and open the door to let an adult through first

 respect the school building and equipment and leave all rooms tidy after using them

 do not undermine the safety of others

 take letters and messages home and deliver them to their families

 keep their planner up to date with homework and next steps and show it to School staff if requested
 take an active part in the school life including clubs, teams and extra-curricular trips.

 

Failure to keep to the Agreement will result in disciplinary action and ultimately a loss of place at 

Oakbank. 
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Student Name: ……………………………………………………………………….  

Student Signature: …………………………………………………………………... Date: …………………….. 

Parent / Carer Signature: …………………………………………………………… Date: …………………….. 

Principal Signature: …………………………………………………………………. Date: …………………….. 

 

 

*THIS FORM NEEDS TO BE SIGNED ELECTRONICALLY VIA TEAMS 

 


