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                       11th May 2021 

Dear Parents, 

I am very much looking forward to the day when we can remove all of our Covid restrictions and return to ‘normal’ 

schooling. The patience and perseverance shown by your children, and by you as families, has been astonishing and I 

am sure none of us can wait for all restrictions to be moved. 

The good news is that, following the government’s announcements yesterday this process is beginning. 

Face Masks 

From Monday 17th May there will be no requirement for students to wear face masks or coverings in school, either in 

classrooms or communal areas. Teachers will no longer be required to wear masks in classrooms but will need to in all 

communal areas. If students or teachers wish to wear masks after this date they will be allowed to.  

There may also be exceptional circumstances when face masks are required, we will inform students (with plenty of 

notice) if this is the case when such need arises. 

Y11 Leaving Arrangements 

Y11 students will be engaged in assessment activities up to Friday 21st May. All Y11 students are expected in school 

until this date.  

Monday 24th May – Wednesday 26th May are designated catch up days for Y11. If a student has missed a substantive 

assessment, and needs to produce more evidence of their standard of learning in a particular subject, they will be 

invited in to a catch up session. Only students invited to these sessions are expected to be in school on these days. 

On Friday 28th May, at 11:00, in order to celebrate the outstanding work of all Y11 students, we will be holding the 

final Y11 Leavers Assembly. 

This will be an opportunity to celebrate the Y11s time at Oakbank, to share some memories, sign shirts, take photos 

and to eat some pizza! 

All Y11 students are expected to attend this final assembly in full uniform and will be clapped out of the school at 

12:00pm. In previous years we have invited parents to this assembly, unfortunately, due to the restrictions and risk 

assessments in place regarding Covid this will not be possible this year.  

For those who have purchased leavers hoodies these will be available for collection prior to the leavers assembly on 

the 28th May. 

Summer Term Time Table 

After the half term holiday we will have additional flexibility to amend the timetable.  
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I know that many of you have been concerned about the most recent updates and the impact that this has had on the 

students’ opportunities to eat a proper lunch. We have listened to these concerns and will issue a new timetable for 

the final term of the year as soon as it has been finalised. 

This new timetable will remove staggered starts, return the start and finish times to their normal times of 8:40am and 

3:00pm, and provide a 30 minute lunch break. As soon as full details are available they will be shared with you. 

Phones in School 

Over recent weeks I have become increasingly concerned about the number of issues I am now confronting with 

phones. The school rule on phones is clear, if they do have to come into school they must be switched off and be in 

the student’s school bag. 

If a student is seen with a phone it will be confiscated. If this happens repeatedly we will be asking you to come in to 

school to collect the phone. 

Please remind your son/daughter of these rules and, ideally, encourage them not to bring phones into school. 

 

Kind regards 

Robin Bertrand 

 

 

   


