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Dear Students and Family Members      12/10/2021 

 

Following a full review of Oakbank School by Anthem Trust, I have become increasingly concerned that the citizenship 

course we have offered Year 10 students is not the course best placed to help our students thrive. 

Our mission statement is that we, 

Ensure our students thrive, that they succeed at university, or in higher education, have great jobs and lead happy, 

fulfilling lives.  

It has become apparent that in order to achieve this the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is the gold standard. We are 

ambitious for all our students and expect them to be moving onto A levels, degrees and apprenticeships, we want to 

be opening doors for them and not making their future pathways more challenging. 

Whilst citizenship is a worthy GCSE it does not hold the status of the EBacc suite of qualifications and therefore does 

not open up the opportunities that your child deserves. The Ebacc suite comprises of the core subjects (English, maths 

and science), one of geography or history, and a modern foreign language (in our case French) 

In order to make sure that every student has the best opportunity we will be moving students who are currently 

studying GCSE citizenship into EBacc subjects. We will talk to each individual student separately to make sure they 

fully understand their pathway before finalising their curriculum. 

I understand that this will cause some disappointment and create some upheaval but I believe it is in the very best 

interests of all and will help us achieve our mission of ensuring the success all Oakbank students. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Robin Bertrand 

(Head Teacher – Oakbank School) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Name:………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Subject Moving To:………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Parent Signature………………………………………………………………………………………  
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