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Parent news  

Welcome  

Welcome to the first parent news of 2022, and my first parent news as Interim Headteacher at 

Oakbank. I hope that you had a restful Christmas and New Year holiday. I have been in post at 

Oakbank for one week and I have been impressed with the way students have conducted themselves 

in lessons and around the school. I spoke to all of them on day one and they have responded 

brilliantly so far, many of them speaking to me as instructed whenever they see me around lessons 

and on duty. I hope they have enjoyed the return to school in a more settled environment and enjoy 

learning in all their different subjects. They must take this forward as they continue through their 

secondary education, whichever year they are currently in.  

Covid update  

I was surprised last Tuesday when we had more students sign up for their lateral flow test than we 

have students at the school. It was brilliant to see so many arrive and calmly wait and take the test. 

This is resulted in most students returning to school and really do hope this continues. Whilst we 

have remote education provision available for those self-isolating, it is no substitute for being in 

front of the class teacher. Please keep taking regular lateral flow tests and make sure you adhere to 

current Covid rules and regulations. I explained to all the students that they must now wear a mask 

during lessons, travelling between lessons and inside the buildings, at least until the 26th of January 

when we will hopefully receive updated guidance. The student response has been fantastic with all 

students keeping up with this. Should a student unfortunately test positive on a lateral flow device, 

please continue to notify the school and work will be provided via Microsoft Teams. Thank you to 

the staff involved in the testing last week, it is a mammoth undertaking to organise and test so many 

pupils and the staff involved did a wonderful job.  

Staffing  

We are pleased to confirm some staffing appointments that have started their work with the school. 

Ms Southon and Mrs Masson are providing leadership and support to the Maths department, whilst 

Ms Gratton has joined as an Assistant Headteacher, with responsibility for Raising Standards across 

Key Stage 4. As a science specialist, she adds experience and support to this department also. I am 

sure you will extend my welcome to them as they embrace Oakbank and its community.  

Curriculum  

We have made several changes to the school timetable to enable subject specialists to teach our 

students. In Key Stage 4 there has been a reduction in science and maths classes to enable all lessons 

to take place at the same time. We have also made changes to the Technology and IT rotation so 
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students can have a subject specialist teach them every lesson. Unfortunately, this means that some 

students will continue with either IT or Design Technology despite having done this prior to 

Christmas. Rest assured that the work will be different, furthering their knowledge in these subject 

areas, and they will have the opportunity to rotate later in the academic year.  

Weather  

Some students will have commented that the heating in the school has been broken towards the end 

of last week, and as such we have permitted students to wear coats inside some of our classrooms. 

This has been fixed on Monday and we should have warmth in all the rooms from now on. This will 

mean we will revert to the traditional uniform standards that we expect. The students have reacted 

well to this in a clam and orderly fashion, and I hope this continues as winter progresses. Please 

ensure students have coats when it is cold and maintain the uniform expectations also when in and 

around the school.  

Parking  

Having been out on the gate after school every day so far, I have become aware of the congestion 

that the road outside of school brings for ten minutes after school each day. Please could I ask that 

you don’t park on the pavement opposite the school gate. I know it is convenient with many parents 

having multiple pick-ups to do after school, but it does cause potential danger to our pupils with 

heavy traffic in the road as they exit school.  

PTA  

The involvement of the parent body in our school community is something that we are passionate 

about improving. If you would like to be part of building better community links, fundraising, and 

most importantly improving the experiences of all students at Oakbank, then please can you express 

your interest through the following email pta@oakbank.anthemtrust.uk. Mrs Walker will then be 

able to co-ordinate an inaugural meeting of the PTA.  

Communication  

I have stressed to all staff and students the need for regular communication between everyone and 

this will be the first of a regular parent news. You should first contact your child’s tutor should you 

need to discuss anything and we will then respond in a timely manner. I will also organise an 

opportunity for you to meet myself later in this term once I have settled into the school. I am 

delighted to have been appointed as Interim Headteacher and cannot stress enough how impressed I 

have been at the welcome I have received from the staff, pupils and parents so far this year.  

Regards  

Rich Corry  

Interim Headteacher 

 


