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Dear Parents/Carers 

I am delighted to round off a hugely enjoyable term with a snapshot of some of the amazing things that have 

been going on at Oakbank over the last few weeks. As mentioned previously, Mr Steve Jump will commence 

his headship over the Easter break, meaning I will move on to pastures new. I will still be a regular visitor to 

Oakbank to ensure continuity and success. It has been a pleasure to be Interim Headteacher and I will have 

fond memories of the school. 

We have restructured the pastoral system at the school and I wanted to communicate some of these 

changes to you. Miss Ogidi will be the Head of Year 7 after Easter and has already been introduced to the 

students in the last few days. Mr Stead will be the Head of Year 8 from the May half term. Mrs Walker will 

assume responsibility for Year 9 for the next half term. I’d like to thank Mr Burrows for all of his work done 

as Head of Year. I’m pleased to report that no member of teaching staff is departing us at Easter, and I know 

you’ll agree that this ensures continuity in teaching your children. I’d like to personally thank Mr R Smith, Mr 

Gell, Miss Taylor and Mrs Rutland, who will all be departing Oakbank in the next few weeks, for their 

services to the school. Good luck with your future careers. 

Tree planting 

On Saturday the 20th March, many Oakbank students were in action helping another Eco initiative, this time 
with the fabulous support of friends and family. After some mixed success with the last tree planting, we 
were delighted to welcome Wokingham Borough Council and their expert contractors to lead this one. 
Whilst they surveyed the site and set up, the parents and students weeded, tidied, planted and mulched our 
borders in glorious spring sunshine. Our gardens have never looked so good and we are lucky to have the 
help of such a green fingered community.  

The contractors then rallied the parents and students to plant some 400 tree saplings as a hedge around the 
perimeter of the playing field. As well as the environmental benefits, we hope the trees, hedges and gardens 
will reduce the wind and flooding, which the site is prone to, for years to come.  Katherine Walker and 
Simon Gower would like to thank the help, support and encouragement from the students, parents and 
contractors who worked so hard to make our school a nicer environment.   
 

Theatre Trip 

On 10th March year 9 went to the Fortune Theatre in London to watch 'The 

Woman in Black'. The two actors were amazing and multi rolled 

throughout and the presence of the Woman in Black created many jump 

scares. The year 9 pupils were great company and represented the school 

amazingly. 
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British Gymnastics success 

Matthew Gogol in Year 7 took part in the Aerobic Gymnastics Cup 10th International 

Open Competition at Cantanhede in Portugal between the 23rd and 27th March. 

Matthew competed in the 12-14 Age Group individual men and Age Group trio and 

scored bronze and gold respectively. We are so proud of Matthew’s achievements and 

wish him every success in the future. 

 

Spring Concert 

It was a pleasure to welcome parents into the school to watch the spring concert, a number of students 

reading, singing and performing. Year 7 performed as a year group choir and were superb, as too were the 

group and soloists that took part. Thank you to Mrs Pyper for organising and to all those that supported, 

including the stage crew, lighting and sound engineers, Parent Teacher Association and Shaun Gell for 

filming the event. 

PTA Roundup 

Last night saw our first ever Oakbank disco.  It was a great success and everyone had great fun!  There was a 

lot of dancing and laughter. We will update you with the amount raised in the next newsletter. At our next 

meeting, we will be discussing the next round of events.  When we get a date we will let you know.  We 

would love to see you there and hear any ideas you may have.  We are looking to put something on for years 

9 and 10 next, following on from the huge success of the disco. 

 

I have been so impressed with so many students this term how they have dealt with adversity, whether it be 

staff absence, learning remotely, or having to self-isolate. Their resilience has shone through, and it is 

amazing to see them focussed in lessons and enjoying the extra-curricular activities that have been missed 

for so long. I spoke just this morning about “Ambition”, not just for university or high success, but being 

proud of whatever the students put their mind too. Being a small school in a local community means all staff 

can have a focus on each and every child, to enable them to thrive and flourish as they progress through 

secondary school. I am excited to hear about their future. 

Regards 

Rich Corry 

Interim Headteacher 


