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Dear Parents/Carers,         9 September 2022 

 

First and foremost, I would like to offer a warm welcome to our new year 7 parents and carers.  Your 

children have made an exceptional start to their time at our wonderful school and are a true credit to you 

all.  I hope they have all come home this week excited by what they have experienced each day and are 

already feeling part of our thriving Oakbank community.  

 

We also welcome several new staff to the school this year.  Mrs Kay joins us as an LSA, Mrs Crooks and Mrs 

Harden join our administration team, Mrs Hallett takes up the post of DT and Art Technician, Mr Kingston 

joins us as Head of Humanities and is supported by Miss How as Teacher in charge of Geography.  Miss 

Tiernan joins us in the role of Head of Business Studies and finally, Mr Masson joins the Senior Leadership 

Team as Deputy Headteacher.  All have made a fantastic start to their time at Oakbank.   

  

As we near the end of the first full week of the new academic year, I wanted to write to you all to thank you 

for your support in helping ensure such a smooth start to the term.  The vast majority of our students have 

returned with the correct uniform, PE kit and stationery for their lessons, allowing us to focus our 

conversations with students on academic progress and praise rather than sanctions.  Thank you!  

 

In my assembly to all students this week I spoke of my aims for this academic year which I would like to 

share with you all as valuable members of our Oakbank family.  This year we strive to develop Oakbank as a 

school with an atmosphere of ambition, encouraging all students to make excellent academic progress and 

we invite them all to support us in developing an even more positive reputation in the wider community.  I 

also shared with the students the wide range of opportunities on offer to all of them this year including the 

chance of becoming a member of the newly formed school council, applying to become a house captain or 

even a head person at Oakbank. 

 

Following the sad news last night of the passing 

of Queen Elizabeth II, the Oakbank community 

took time this morning to reflect on her life and 

her 70 years of distinguished leadership.   

 

A short presentation celebrating the life of our 

late Queen was shown to all students during 

tutor time.  This was followed by the whole 

school observing a two-minute silence as a mark 

of respect.  The students behaviour during this 

time was exceptional.  
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We wait for further guidance from the Royal Family and, in turn, the department for Education on the 

arrangements for the forthcoming days of National mourning and the subsequent impact this may or may 

not have on schools across the country.  Details will be shared with all our families as soon as we have 

further clarity on the situation.  

 

I look forward to meeting you all in person over the next few weeks at our Information Evenings (details 

below).  These evenings provide us with an opportunity to share key information with you that is specific to 

your child’s year group so I would urge you all to do your very best to attend.  I will also be sharing with you 

the outstanding GCSE results we achieved this summer.  These results are testament to the hard work and 

dedication of all our year 11 students and fabulous staff last year.  

 

We also look forward to our annual Open Evening for our prospective Year 7 students, which will be taking 

place on Tuesday 27th September from 5.30pm – 7.30pm.  Over the next week or so we will be asking for 

student volunteers to help as school ambassadors on the night.  Please can I ask you to encourage your 

child to support us in making the evening a real success by volunteering.  

 

Finally, with summer already becoming a distant memory and with the nights starting to draw in, please can we 

encourage all our students who walk to school to do so in pairs or small groups for their added safety.  Those 

students who cycle should all wear helmets and need to ensure they are highly visible to other road users by adding 

lights and / or high visibility items to their bikes.  If you drive your children to school by car, please be mindful of 

local residents and consider parking a little further up the road away from the houses and school gates.  This will 

help ease the congestion along the road and help us keep the exits to the school safe for all our students.     

Once again, thank you for all your support and I look forward to celebrating countless school successes with you 

over this new academic year.  

Your headteacher 

Mr S Jump  

  

 

 

INFORMATION EVENINGS: 

 

Monday 12th September         6pm - 7pm Y7 Information Evening 

Wednesday 14th September   6pm - 7pm Y10 Information Evening 

Monday 19th September         6pm - 7pm Y8 & 9 Information Evening 

Tuesday 20th September         6pm - 7pm Y11 Information Evening 

 

 


